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Editor’s Column 


Well, it’s February - and it is all 
about Valentines and the like. This 
month’s issue, for the most part, is 
devoted to sex and romance. | choose 
to talk about the kiss. 


‘A kiss is a lovely trick designed 
by nature to stop speech when 
words become superfluous”. 

~ Ingrid Bergman 


Curious as to how this smoochy stuff 
got started | wasn’t surprised to find 
that it was the French who first adopted 
kissing as a love signal in the 6th 
century. Apparently, figure dancing was 
all the rage and the end of each dance 
was sealed with a kiss. 


Over the centuries kissing has 
provided endless material for artists as 
well as the record books. It has been 
celebrated in songs too countless to 
mention and Rodin hewed a lump of 
stone into that famous erotic 
statue ‘The Kiss’. For many the most 
memorable photographic kiss is that 
of a sailor planting one on the lips 
of a girl during the Times Square 
celebrations in 1945. 


The longest kiss on film was 
between Jane Wyman and Regis 
Tommey in the 1941 movie You’re in 
the Army Now. It lasted three minutes 
and five seconds. A mere blip in time 
compared to the 130 hours and two 
minutes notched up by Bobbi Sherlock 
and Ray Blazine during a marathon 
kissathon in 1978. 


But kissing isn’t just the preserve of 
lovers. Kissing has been a ritual 
greeting and a sign of reverence for 
centuries. A kiss from the Russian Tsar 
was considered the ultimate form of 
respect. One Roman emperor desig- 
nated special kiss spots according to 
social rank. Nobles were allowed a lip- 
to-lip embrace, less important visitors 
got to brush his hands with their lips, 
and the lowly leftovers had to bend and 
kiss his feet. 
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First-aiders perform the kiss of life and 
Mafia Dons bestow the kiss of death. 
People kiss their pets and pictures of their 
loved ones. Mothers kiss their children 
and, as Kirk and Michael have shown, 
fathers sometimes even kiss their sons. 
And humans aren’t the only recipients of 
kisses. The Pope’s ring and the Blarney 
stone have come in for their fair share of 
lip action. 


Cheek kissing is a natural form of 
greeting between heterosexual Arab and 
Mediterranean men. The Brits and Scots 
are barely comfortable with the kiss as a 
general greeting and often are unsure as 
to whether men should do it to men or 


how many kisses are acceptable. 
Other cultures have well-defined 
kissing protocols. The French give 
one on either side of the cheek 
whilst the Dutch demand three. 
Lipstick-laden Hollywood stars and ladies 
who lunch have perfected the art of 
kissing the air beside the cheek as they 
mutter ‘mwoah mwoah’. 


Romantic kissing might be second 
nature to some but not everyone is a 
natural kisser. Sadly in my youth many 
men didn’t have the option to read the 
plethora of ‘how to kiss’ material now 
available on the internet. 


According to one site, devoted to the 
art of kissing, clean breath, moist lips, 
open mouth and closed eyes are vital 
ingredients of a successful smooch. As 
well as a sixteen-step guide to kissing, the 
site offers advice on French kissing, 
surprise kissing, marathon kissing, 
boiled-sweet kissing, vacuum kissing and 
a whole lot more that wouldn’t be suitable 
to mention in this publication! A 


Showdown at the Not OK Corral... 
—- January 2009 


Hello Outlooks, 


| am taking the time to write to you 
today about the “Showdown at the Not 
Ok Corral.” Excellent story - well written 
- hats off to Peter! 


The Canadian government needed this 
break. Hopefully the budget will be what 
the country needs right now. Amazing 
things are happening with our neighbors 
to the south. Maybe this influence will 
wash across Canada as well. | hope so. 


Glenn 
Timmons, ON 


2008 Eclectic Gift Guide... 
- December 2008 


Hi, 

| have to take a few minutes here and 
commend you on the 2008 Gift Guide. | 
actually bought something because of it. 
Most annual gift guides are advertiser 
related and have the same old same old. 


This one had a bit of everything - my bf 
loved the coffee mug! 


Trevor 
Red Deer, AB 
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Hi Guys, 


Linda here. Nice to see that you are 
including articles related to the rest of the 
community. | hear from others that you 
are planning to include more articles 
written by, and about, the lesbian 
community. There are so few community 
publications here in Canada. Having lived 
eight years in the US, it’s very refreshing 
to see a national Canadian publication 
taking on the whole LGBT community. 


Well done guys... or gals. 


Linda 
Winnipeg, MB 


Outlooks Magazine... 
—- January 2009 


Attention Editor: 


We all need a new “outlook” in 2009. 
What with the financial forecast and the 
politics around us - lol. The magazine 
has seen a number of great changes over 
the past few months. Well done! Keep 
up the good work and strong editorial. 


| have been a reader for ten years or 
more. It is nice to see the change to be 
more inclusive. 


Thomas K. 
Charlottetown, PEI 


(i) Letters to the Editor 


12th Annual Reader’s Survey... 
—- January 2009 


Dear Editor, 


| just competed the Readers Survey. 
For the first time | was able to do it online. 
Thank you, Outlooks. As an avid reader | 
am always pleased to offer my input. Too 
many magazines don’t ask for the 
readers thoughts. Others ask for input 
on a less timely basis. | think annually is 
the best way to do it because things 
change in our day-to-day lives all too 
quickly. | also question why other GLBT 
publications make their changes 
annually, and then ask for a reader’s 
input. Seems to be the cart after the 
horse kind of response. 


The Chris and John article was well 
written. It actually was honest about the 
series—too much gay hype and not 
enough reality. Our community, hopefully, 
is far more than the typical clichés it 
offers. Daniel seems to be a new writer, 
as | have not seen other articles by him. 
Well done Dan. 


Tim Johnson 
Vancouver, BC 
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sex | and design 


It is undeniable. Sex is everywhere: 
advertisements, fashion, art, film, music 
and television, product design—you 
name it. When considering sex and its 
influence in the world of design, we have 
to look at everything from graphic 
design, to consumer products like 
clothes, cars, furniture, buildings, and 
interiors. We are a culture that is heavily 
influenced by the allure of the design of 
objects as they relate to sex—hearts, and 
love; provocative ads using sex as an 
enticement; phallic architecture, sex 
toys, and lots of sexual innuendo. In 
addition, we are also exposed (no pun 
intended) to a great deal of 
subconscious sexual imagery in design 
through the clothes we wear, and the 
means by which we, as humans, prepare 
ourselves to interact with others in our 
day-to-day life. 


The use of sex in design is 
multifaceted. It can be about sex itself 
and the allure of sex to sell a product 
with a sexual purpose, or using unrelated 
elements of design to sell a product for 
a sexual purpose, or how sex-based 
imagery is used to market completely 
unrelated products. Attributes that are 
designed to appear inherent in a product 
are often then associated with the 
purchaser. What is fascinating about the 
influence of sex in the design of almost 
everything is that with sexual appeal and 
expression being so very personal, what 
appeals to one person may not appeal 
to another. Product designers must 


figure out how to reach as many 
people as possible. Ultimately, sexual 
expression is highly individualistic, with 
personal environments, personal style, 
product selection and overt image telling 
the world who we are and how we want 
to be perceived. 
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The adage “sex sells” is proven year 
after year. Countless advertisements 
spin that which is deemed morally decent, 
and products sell even when the sexual 
imagery used does not logically support 
the actual item for sale. Have you 
seen an Abercrombie and Fitch 
advertisement? Many of their ads, from 
what | can recall, rarely show any of their 
clothes. Yet, go to a bar in any city in the 
country, and there will be countless A&F 
tee-shirts stretched across muscular 


with a driver with a small penis 
(overcompensating), but sports cars with 
a masculine stance, front end and profile, 
are considered “sexy.” By extension, the 
drivers of these cars are viewed as having 
a sexual attractiveness by association. 
| find it interesting that research has also 
shown that a man driving a car that is 
considered sexy (usually a luxury sports 
car), is assumed to have a more sexually 
aggressive nature, be more virile and to 
be more adventuresome in bed, 


We are a culture that is heavily influenced 
by the allure of the design of objects as they 


relate to Sex ... 


chests. Remember Madonna’s book SEX, 
written years ago? The book was a 
product designed for shock value. It had 
longevity and advertising value for her 
career for more than two decades! | find 
it interesting, too, that in a study from 
2006, 87 percent of respondents believe 
that subliminal imagery exists in 
advertising today. When questioned on 
what products were most likely to contain 
subliminal content, people identified a 
dozen products which included food, 
clothing, alcohol, tobacco, cars, beauty 
products, and jewelry. 


Car design—which for many years 
targeted primarily male purchasers— 
influences both the purchaser’s decision 
to buy a vehicle (what they find appealing 
and what image they hope to portray) and 
how others perceive the driver. A recent 
article in the New York Times discussed 
the appearance of vehicles and the 
perception of the driver. Although many 
people seem to joke about it, overly large 
pick-up trucks are often associated 


i 
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regardless of what he looks like! When 
shown images of nerdy, short-statured, 
older or average looking men, a majority 
of respondents deemed them to be a 
“wolf in sheep’s clothing.” 


Using the notion that every product 
produced has to be designed with intent, 
it is interesting to consider the design of 
objects we use for erotic pleasure and why 
they were designed they way they are. On 
a very minute scale, consider that a 
simple product like a condom is available 
in a variety of colours and patterns that 
contribute little, if any, value to their 
purpose. The consumers are open to 
express themselves with an intimate 
product that has an aesthetic value that 
is completely superfluous to its function. 
In an intimate physical situation, lingerie 
and fetish wear are designed to garnera 
sexual response in both the wearer and 
the viewer; although, simply looking ata 
photograph of a person dressed in an 
appealing outfit can instantaneously 
generate arousal (the position of the 


figure, the amount of flesh revealed, the 
accentuation of the body through the 
clothing, the texture, the colour). The 
graphic layout of the photograph—the 
setting, the costume, the pose—are all 
designed to elicit a specific response. 
And, of course, sex toys come in every 
size, shape, colour, texture and material 
imaginable. There is something for 
everyone. 


There have also been many studies 
attempting to link colour with sex. The 
colour red has long been associated 
with love, lust and desire throughout 
history. Think of how we portray “heat,” 
images of hearts, the Red-Light District 
and vividly painted lips. A research 
experiment this year at a university in 
New York concluded that, when shown 
photos of strangers on a coloured 
background, those people on a red 
background were judged to be more 
sexually attractive than those on a white, 
grey, green or blue background; but, that 
colour did not play a role in how likable, 
kind or intelligent they were perceived 
to be. It is just an immediate reaction. 
Overall, dark colours used in interior 
design are considered to be masculine 
and suggestive of more emotional 
responses than lighter colours. For men, 
bedrooms painted a dark colour are 
interpreted, on a Subconscious level, as 
being more suggestive of sexual activity; 
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Sex 


while women tend to view lighter colours 
as being more romantic and conducive 
to sexual interaction. 


The design of physical spaces as a 
response to sexual desire runs the 
gamut from our homes—to nightclubs, 
bathhouses, retail stores and 
restaurants. Using the design of a 


bedroom as a microcosm of sex, the 
overall style, choice of furniture, colour, 
texture of linens, the amount of light 
transmitted, and warmth or coolness 
can speak volumes about what the 


(continued) 


inhabitant expects to happen there. With 
this room usually reserved as a personal 
sanctuary, the in-corporation of specific 
features—video monitors, a stripper pole, 
blackout shades, a trapeze (yes, | have 
been asked for this before), whatever - 
the creation of a personal space for 
sexual activity can be very specific. 
Bathhouses are designed specifically for 
making impromptu opportunities for sex 
to happen with no misunderstandings of 
what everyone is there for—usually in a 
no-frills environment. A need is met with 


with potential sex partners with low 
lighting, cozy seating—often private areas, 
access to alcohol to loosen inhibitions, 
dark colours—you get the picture. 


Ultimately, the inclusion of sex into the 
design of so many objects and 
environments is in response to our 
instinctual desire as sexual beings. 
Personal expression and the projection 
of, “This is who | am—do you find me 
appealing?” is a cornerstone of designing 
for the consumer. Sex will always be a part 
ofthat. A 


a direct design solution—nothing more, 
nothing less. Nightclubs and private clubs 
are often designed to facilitate interaction 


By Robert Reid 


Robert is a licensed interior designer 
originally from New Brunswick, now based 
in Texas. With a Master of Science degree 
in Interior Design from the prestigious 
PRATT Institute in New York City, Robert 
has a diverse design background that 
includes award-winning interiors projects 
around the world, product design for 
international markets, graphic design, 
acting in and writing design-specific 
television programs, and has taught 
undergraduate university design studio 
courses. 


Nancy Rancourt - Canadian Lesbian 
Dance Music Diva set to open GAY 
TOP MODEL - HAMILTON 2009 


Superstar Madonna may be touring around the world but the “lesbian 
Madonna”, as Nancy Rancourt is known by many in the industry, is 
the one we are talking about. 


The sultry singer joins Hamilton’s Gay Top Model LIVE event in 
support of the AIDS Network. Not only will her music be used for the 
project, she will also grace the stage in a lavish opening number 
with the contest finalists on Saturday, March 7, 2009 at The Werx. 
The gala event will see the model finalists battle it out to see who 
the next Gay Top Model is. 


Rancourt’s power pipes were featured in CURVE Magazine as one 
of Hollywood’s Top 13 must-see performers. 


Even though her presence in the USA is larger then her Canadian 
home, Rancourt has just been nominated for Female Artist of The 
Year, HMA. 


Rancourt can be found at www.nancyrancourt.com and her latest 
CD “Ready or Not” is available on iTunes. The first 100 patrons at 
the Gay Top Model finale will take home this latest accomplishment. 


For updates visit www.gaytopmodel.com 
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Romantic Travel Getaways 
Oooooh, Canada — Blissful and Bountiful 


This is for you and your loved one. Here 
is a chance to explore wondrous 
destination places in this proud land of 
ours, for those “special moments” you 
may have planned for 2009. Truly 
beautiful romantic times can be had in 
our home country, you know. 


First, let’s take a peek at a couple of 
hidden gems in Ontario and then we'll 
skip our way to the Maritimes to discover 
the possibilities there. 


Burleigh Falls: One of Ontario’s most 
scenic spots, it’s located in the Trent- 
Severn Waterway in the township of North 
Kawartha (Peterborough County). 
Waterfalls allow you to glean a particularly 
scenic experience and provide an 
opportunity for romantics wishing to 
escape the drudge of the city, to be alone 
with a lover. 


Burleigh Falls 


Burleigh Falls, in particular, has been 
quietly known for a hundred years to draw 
lovers to it, like a powerful force, a chance 
to be moved by its wonder, all the while 
in blissful amour...Oh it’s fantasy-natural 
at its finest. These falls, ever so soulfully, 
send the waters of the Trent River 
tumbling down from Lovesick Lake to 
Stony Lake—yes, Lovesick, but not for 
long! Geologically, it just so happens that 
itis where Paleozoic limestone formations 
have yielded to the underlying 
Precambrian bedrock of gneiss— and the 
pink gneiss gives the spot its exquisite 
colour. How fitting for a gay escape! 


The lakes, below and above, as well as 
the falls themselves, are almost as if 
deliberately decorated by Nature, with 
abundant pine-covered rocky islands all 
around. Some say they are quite similar 
in appearance to the Thousand Islands 
region, with which you might be familiar. 
The Burleigh Island area is rich with the 
First Nations proud heritage. To this day, 
some of the inhabited islands in Lovesick 
Lake honour Traditional Indian Ways. 
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For vacationers, the fishing is said to 
be superb, particularly Muskie fishing. 
Commercial boaters like to use the 
Trent-Severn Waterway lock which raises 
boats just slightly over seven meters 
from Stony Lake to Lovesick Lake. Boat 
campers can easily find the nearby Wolf 
Island Provincial Park to sleep the night. 
It’s secluded and one can safely avoid 
the crowds found at the more road- 
accessed parks. 


In terms of more conservative, 
sheltered places to stay, here are a 
couple of suggestions: There is Stickers 
Cottage Resort & Trailer Sites in Lakefield, 
Ontario (www.stickersresort.com). This 
is fairly up-market and has everything 
you could possibly want in a resort: not 
overly expensive, in fact quite reasonable 
with specials generally listed on the 
website. For Reservations, contact: Sean 
Hill at: 
info@strickersresort.com 
Tel: (705) 654-3547 
Fax: (705) 654-1016. 


Alternatively, there’s Burleigh Island 
Lodge, set on Hwy. 28. Burleigh Falls, 
Ontario (www.burleighislandlodge.com) 
Tel: (705) 654-3441 Toll Free: 
1-877-565-0479 Fax: (705) 654-5011. 
Email: info@burleighislandlodge.com. 
This is equally enjoyable. 


Ontario as “The Great 
Outdoors” 


Another possibility for a travel 
destination as a romantic getaway, or 
even a wedding, is Ahmic Lake; in 
particular, a gem called Woodland Echoes 
Resort in Magnetawan, Ontario. 
(www.woodlandechoes.on.ca) 
Tel: 705-387-3866; Fax: 705-387-0216 
Reservations: Toll free in Canada and the 
USA 1-888-661-3669. 


This destination may appear to you as 
being a touch obscure; so here are the 
grid points for you keenly-navigational 
types: 45 39. 400' North 079 38.88" 
West UTM 17T 0605342 5056790. The 
resort recently received a good review in 
the “Kiss Your Way” to a Romantic 
Getaway (a Toronto travel blog.) Ken is 
one of the very kind Woodland Echoes 
hosts, and he has this to say, 


“We try to offer the northern alternative 
to the Caribbean wedding—-outdoors, 
natural, and intimate—just the two of you. 
We have a number of venues. We have 
had weddings on an island, in a canoe, 
on horseback, in the forest or on a dock. 
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We will work with the couple to 
accommodate any special interest or 
dream. This is a resort where you sense 
a warm invitation from the moment you 
arrive.” 


The resort also offers elopement 
packages. They provide witnesses, 
minister, etc. There’s the option of an 
indoor or outdoor ceremony. They can 
put on larger weddings, up to 100 guests 
in an outdoor venue, including attractive 
tent, amenities, etc. 


Their waterfront accommodations 
feature hot tubs and fireplaces—a nice 
bonus for after-party wedding guests! 


Romance packages are available 
for couples, from one night to week- 
long stays. Included are things like 
champagne, robes, candles and spa 
treatments. They also provide candle light 
dinners as room service. Honeymoons 
are also a specialty and value packages 
are offered. 


Why have people said they’ve liked 
Woodland Echoes Resort and this part of 
Central Ontario? 


The Freedom...the vast space. 
Imagine breathing in the fresh scents of 
a spring forest; canoeing; drifting quietly, 
absorbing the beauty and warmth of a 
summer’s sun; or cycling down a country 
road in a blaze of fall colour. Later in the 
year, cross-country skiing through a 
Winter Wonderland, if that’s your fancy. 


Moving now to explore 
Newfoundland 


Portugal Cove and St. John’s, 
Newfoundland 


If but for the sake of taking in the 
sheer beauty of abundant views and 
landscapes, Portugal Cove and the 
townships of St. Phillips and St. John’s, 
this part of the Maritimes especially, 
is something not to be missed. The 
community is one of the oldest in 
Newfoundland and is known to have a 
very rich cultural history. Every Canadian, 
at some point in his or her life, should 
visit Newfoundland. Not only is it 
breathtakingly scenic but also the 
heritage of this Maritime enclave is truly 
interesting. 


Portugal Cove was founded by the 
Portuguese and was one of the first 
villages to be established in the New 
World. It was here that Kraken of legend 
(aka, giant squid) was first recorded. 


Portugal Cove 


Evident to any traveler to this area will be 
how folklore and oral tradition permeate 
the very character of the community— 
and so poetically. Famously, of course, 
fishermen from the West Country of 
England and Ireland settled near the 
cove. It also has a small settler tradition 
from Jersey, Channel Islands. And, yes, it 
is named after Portugal. Fishing had been 
central to the economy since the 1600s; 
but, sadly, this has been vastly declining 
since the 1990s. Travel and tourism are 
booming—a relatively new but hopeful 
trend for this beautiful area of the world. 


Portugal Cove is a favourite spot for 
the romantic poets at heart. Its rural 
seashore, sweeping the eastern Avalon 
Peninsula of Newfoundland, with 
classic farms encircling. “Portugal Cove— 
St. Philip’s” is the actual name of the 
residential community, and is home to 
approximately 6,000 people covering just 
over 55 km2. On the map, the city of 
St. John’s is to the east and the town of 
Paradise to the west. Fairly young people 
seem to gravitate to the area (the average 
age is said to be thirty-three years). 


Within the community itself, you'll find 
extraordinarily rustic and varied shops, 
home-cooking restaurants and cafes, 
gardening centres, hair salons, bed and 
breakfasts, and a convenient taxi service. 
The town’s ferry terminal provides daily 
access to and from Bell Island. Although 
one can stay ata B&B in Portugal Cove, it 
may be worth considering staying in the 
capital city at Banberry House. It’s located 
in historic downtown St. John’s and is 
absolutely delightful. | can’t say enough 
good things about this place. It’s the 
perfect place for romance, as is the whole 
city of St. Jonn’s—whether it be for holding 
hands or frolicking along, sight-seeing. 


Happy promenading, lovers! A 


By Diane Walsh 


| houghts from the H : il 


The Parliamentary crisis that capped off last year is behind us, and 
the new session of Parliament has just started, with an early 
budget just released. This is a make-or-break budget for the Harper 
government, which nearly fell on their partisan Fall economic 


update. Will it last? 


Liberal MP Scott Brison is the party’s 
finance critic. In January, he travelled 
across the country with the Liberal 
party’s new leader, Michael Ignatieff, and 
the chair of their Advisory Committee on 
Economic Strategy, MP John McCallum 
(a former chief economist of the Royal 
Bank). They stopped in Halifax, Montréal, 
Toronto, Vancouver, and Calgary. We 
decided to focus on Brison’s experience 
crossing the country, and ask him the 
question: “What have Canadians been 
telling you about the economic situation 
they face?” 


Liberal MP Hon. Scott Brison 
(Kings-Hants, Nova Scotia) responds: 
Canadians are very worried about their 
jobs, about their savings, and about 
their futures. This budget has to help 
the vulnerable. It has to protect jobs 
today, and it has to help create the jobs 
of tomorrow. 


What we’re hearing first is that the 
credit-crunch issue—particularly for 
small business, is a crucial issue, in 
terms of both access to capital and the 
cost of money. A lack of liquidity can 
take an economic downturn and make 
it a lot worse. So that’s a big concern. 


We're hearing that during an 
economic downturn when people are 
losing their jobs, we need to invest in 
education and training, with the goal 
being able to help people get the new 
skills they need now to build new 
careers—but in addition to that, to help 
develop a culture of life-long learning in 
Canada. Even before this economic 
downturn, Canada had a major 
challenge around declining productivity 
rates. One of the most important things 
we can do now is to ensure that 
Canadians have the capacity and 
the resources to train and re-train 


throughout their lives. The federal 
government can use the tax system as 
the one area of federal jurisdiction to 
help people train and re-train. For 
instance, we can provide learning 
vouchers and education vouchers, and 
tax-cuts for people who are getting the 
courses that they need to improve their 
skills, and in Some cases, we can even 
make those tax cuts refundable to 
benefit people at the lower income 
levels. So, there are things we can do, 
but we have to recognise that Canada’s 
constitutional model requires that we 
work with the provinces to achieve this. 


We’re hearing a lot that one of the 
challenges in the short-term and long- 
term is energy efficiency. Good stimulus 
can include measures for businesses, for 
governments and individuals to reduce 
their energy consumption. I'll give you an 
example: with the home construction 
industry in a downturn, there’s excess 
capacity. Well there are ways, we’re 
hearing from Canadians, that they'd like 
to see the government provide incentives 
to them to help them to green their 
homes. That would help create jobs 
throughout the home renovation 
business. It would help actually to create 
a whole new green home reno industry 
in Canada. Low-income Canadians pay 
a higher percentage of their income in 
energy costs, so we could actually help 
all Canadians, but particularly low and 
middle-income Canadians cut their 
energy costs, Save money and save the 
environment, and at the same time, help 
create new green construction jobs 
across Canada. That’s the kind of 
stimulus that could have an impact quite 
quickly. 


We want to see tax measures targeted 
on the people who need help the most. 
Particularly low-income earners, but we 
have to be there for people who’ve lost 
their jobs. We need to make sure that 
the El program treats Canadians fairly 
across the country. A 


By Dale Smith 


Dale is a freelance journalist in Ottawa. 


His blog is at gallerynotes.blogspot.com 
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New York’s Hottest Top 


In his “no-holds-barred” biography 
Naked: the Life and Pornography of 
Michael Lucas, author Corey Taylor isn’t 
shy about gushing over the Lucas legend. 
He does it just enough to turn the reader 
off—including Lucas, who turned only a 
few pages before discovering false 
information. An online reader quickly 
remarked that Taylor’s bio is but a “treacly 
valentine by an over-smitten fan,” an 
unfortunate oversight in chronicling 
Lucas’s Cinder-fella rise to the Big Apple’s 
“King of Porn.” 


To Taylor’s credit, it’s difficult not to 
raise Lucas up on a porn pedestal. This 
Adonis with a law degree is the epitome 
of the American Dream. 


“You could say that,” says Lucas, 
“because | did come from absolutely 
nothing to moving my family here and 
living a comfortable life. But | never really 
had dreams. | had goals. And | think that’s 
really important.” 


Having posed for the camera in 
everything from elegant fashion shoots 
to Triple-X smut, Lucas agrees his 
biography might be better written through 
the images of a photography book. He 
hates that rather regal photo | bring up— 
the one on his bed with his equally 
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polished, now arthritic eleven-year-old 
dog, Bianca. The photo is an unusual one, 
a window for a voyeur to slightly humanize 
Lucas, and, however erotic or posed, it’s 
aslice of Lucas’s family life that separates 
the porn maestro from A-List New Yorker. 


And what a life! The founder of Lucas 
Entertainment (not to be confused, of 
course, with George Lucas’s Lucasfilms), 
the Moscow native is a composite of many 
archetypes: CEO, journalist, top model, 
community activist, porn star and director. 
He’s also regularly invited to lecture at 
universities like Yale and NYU, and 
mainstreamed enough to appear on Late 
Night with Conan O’Brian or in The Wall 
Street Journal. Having kick-started Lucas 
Entertainment as a work-from-home pipe 
dream, the mega-company now boasts a 
sister distribution outfit, Lucasblog.com, 
and a 5,000 square foot space in 
midtown Manhattan, pumping out high- 
quality films unheard of in the “shoot ‘em 
‘n’ shoot” world of adult entertainment. 


Lucas’s name is attached to the ripped- 
off titles of his two biggest, industry 
award- winning films Michael Lucas’ La 
Dolce Vita and Michael Lucas’ Dangerous 
Liaisons, the latter featuring Boy George, 
RuPaul and Graham Norton in cameos, 
to name a few. The titles make a 
narcissistic impression that dissipate as 
Lucas explains his proud seal of approval 
on them, a personal commitment to 
injecting style and quality cinematography 
back into porn (he cites his favourite, 
2007’s Gigolo, as an example of those 
standards). 


Any misconceptions that spring up 
from the Lucas’s “package” are equally 
undone by his charismatic, soft-toned 
mannerisms and thick accent, all 
surprisingly real for such a verbal, 
aggressive top on celluloid. It’s a comfy 
self-empowerment Lucas keeps in check. 
Whether he’s wearing a thinking cap ora 
jockstrap, the blood is clearly flowing in 
both directions. 


With such a devoted fan base, many 
say both Lucas and Lucas Entertainment 
have cleverly carved out and cornered the 
East Coast porn market. Not so, 
comments Lucas, who nevertheless takes 
pride in the cultural diversity New York has 
to offer on screen. 
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“The adult industry's home is in LA,” 
says Lucas, who boomerangs back and 
forth between cities. “Il am actually at a 
disadvantage, even in DVD distribution.” 


Profits say otherwise, along with 
Lucas’s production budgets, which 
include panoramic cityscapes, expensive 
suits, lavish orgies, New York fashion 
shows, and elaborate fountain scenes. 
Even those who prefer low-budget, to-the- 
point porn can appreciate Lucas’s self- 
deprecating humour in The Intern, a porn- 
within-a-porn parody of the industry, 
where Lucas plays himself, ordering 
around employees and hovering over his 
desk on the phone while his P.A. pokes 
Botox into his face. 


Lucas the impresario wasn’t always “on 
top,” so to speak. At age 23, the horny 
Ruskie left law and then a modeling 
career in Germany and France for 
American shores, arriving with $200 in 
his pocket. Californian sunshine provided 
his first, quick-fix Gold Rush, but it was 
all a yawn compared to his cultural 
appetite for New York, where he packed 
up and relocated within two years. 


” 


“Back in Russia,” says the well- 
travelled Lucas, “I didn’t have a 
perspective on America before coming 
here. In fact, | read a lot of bad articles 
on the US—stories overblown on gays, or 
that the US was a country with no morals. 
| did always know it was a land of 
opportunity, and | had great hopes. As it 
turned out, it was the only country where 
| felt at home right away.” 


It didn’t take long for the 
entrepreneurial Lucas to get fed up 
working for others in adult film and 
branch out. Asked who inspired him, 
Lucas is quick to point out there was no 
one; in fact, says Lucas, it was a lack of 
what he saw that helped him raise the 
bar on cinematography, while equally 
investing in a conscious decision to put 
gay men onscreen over those gay-for-pay. 


“| don’t want to lie to my audiences,” 
says Lucas, “and | want to give money 
back to my own community, too. That 
casting doesn’t always end up being the 
case, sure, but | always try to hire gay 
performers where | can.” 


“Politics aside” isn’t in the vocabulary 
of Lucas, and one glance at his Lucasblog 
writing reveals everything from his taste 
in President-elects to an attack on the 
now infamous, homophobic comments 
of Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad while on his New York visit. 
Proudly sworn in as an American citizen 
in 2004, Lucas is a safe-sex advocate, 
and whether being active in bed or in his 
community, he’s managed to find a way 
to juggle, whether it be jetting off for club 
appearances in Tel Aviv to support gay 
Israelis or speaking to students on topics 
like adult film or modern-day anti- 
Semitism. 


“Not everyone gets invited to Stanford,” 
laughs Lucas, “and who wouldn’t want to 
give back to the community? As far as the 
writing goes, | like to blog, but | am so 
busy, and | do feel responsible for 
everything | write. The written word is so 
powerful.” 


So, just how did Lucas react to the 
recent passage of Proposition 8? 


“I don’t know what’s going to happen 
now,” he adds, “It’s a court procedure. | 
got married November 30, a week before 
the vote. | also supported [blocking] it with 
money.” 


Shooting films digitally, Lucas the 
investor is keeping another close eye on 
a porn industry increasingly moving online 
these days. And then there’s the naked 
Lucas, riding ass and making men his 
bitch before our very eyes. Now in his mid- 
thirties, he has exerted great discipline 
to maintain porn stardom. Producing, 
directing, and performing at once, clearly 
come naturally to him as someone who’s 
always loved sex, but any potential 
addiction ends there. Lucas doesn’t 
smoke, drink or partake, and feels it gives 
him an upper edge. Instead, Lucas works 
out daily with a trainer for forty minutes, 
adding in extra ab chiseling every other 
day with another trainer, along with some 
yoga. He wears sunblock year-round, and 
never overeats. 


“It's not about what you eat but how 
much you eat,” Lucas advises when 
asked about his workout routine. “And it’s 
all about diet and exercise. | am very 
tough on myself and | always was, but you 
have to do that over thirty. | want to be 
inspirational at 37, and really young at 47.” 


Every day, the Lucas publicity machine 
gets bigger than Lucas himself—and 
that’s no easy task. But if this Adonis’s 
hat ever fades, you can bet he’s smart 
enough to wear another one. A 


By David King 


David King is 
founding Artistic 
Director of 
Montréal’s Out Productions (out.ca), a 
freelance arts, culture and travel writer, 
and Contributing Editor of 2B Magazine. 
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The creative team behind Lucas 
Entertainment has had enormous 
success in supply and demand, so 
we asked Michael Lucas a dozen, 
random questions on the industry. 
Consider this Everything You Always 
Wanted to Know About Porn But 
Were Afraid to Ask: 


Outlooks: Do you think a legalized and 
taxed sex trade could balance our 
current economy? 


Lucas: America’s economy is so big it 
would probably be a drop in the ocean, 
but | do think it’s important to legalize. 


Outlooks: What kind of film sells best 
these days, and what kind of film sells 
poorly? 


Lucas: Low quality and high quality, but 
nothing in the middle - companies which 
produce “ok” are going out of business. 


Outlooks: Are there a lot of stringent 
rules and regulations to get around? 


Lucas: US [Dept. of Justice] Regulation 
#2257 is a federal compliance you have 
to religiously follow. Models have to have 
IDs, and a lot of forms need to be filled 
out, including credit checks. 


Outlooks: How does an audition happen 
at LucasFilms? 


Lucas: In my private life, | don’t care 
about this stuff, but | have to see how 
the person looks, and physical beauty in 
today’s world changes with every 
century. It’s about the body, face, ass, 
abs, chest, face, and skin. If there’s an 
IQ of 5 but the dick is 10, it might be a 
go. | don’t like bodybuilders, and not 
super-skinny. It’s porn, so dick size 
matters and bubble butt is always a plus. 
One thing that can’t be allowed is extra 
poundage. 


Outlooks: What are some of the biggest 
mistakes newbies make when 
auditioning? 


Lucas: Shaving. Come in trimmed, 
because shaving everything is a mistake. 
It’s all about seeing how they look “au 
naturel.” 


Outlooks: How do performers prepare for 
the, um, first shoot? 


Lucas: We take care of everything. For 
them it’s going to the gym and following 
their diet. 


Outlooks: Do the cameras simply roll, 
or is it a stop-go process where the 
performers are being directed a lot? 


Lucas: For me, the cameras roll—l am 
trying to make the scene in as little as 
one to two-and-a-half hours, while some 
companies take two days. 


Outlooks: When you're having sex on 
camera(s), is it a typical day at work, or 
do you get really into it? 


Lucas: | hope to get into it. | hope they 
don’t have Attention Deficit Disorder, and 
| hope that they understand that they 
can’t look at the camera, but to 
concentrate on their partner. 


Outlooks: How are bareback actors pre- 
screened for STDs and HIV? 


Lucas: | don’t believe in this. Would you 
really want to take that risk? Good for 
them if they are pre-screening; but, from 
my understanding, a lot of them in the 
industry aren't, and a lot of what you see 
are guys who are positive. 


Outlooks: Are fluffers common on sets, 
and if so, how does one apply? 


Lucas: That’s just a rumour. Your fluffer 
is your partner. Although | could see a 
fluffer being hired for photo stills, when 
you need to concentrate. 


Outlooks: At which camera angle does 
the dick look the biggest? 


Lucas: Oh, definitely underneath. If you 
think about it that way, the dick can look 
like it’s bigger than your whole head. 


Outlooks: What is the wisest piece of 
advice you have to a wannabe porn star? 


Lucas: It’s a very tough job. You have to 
be a freak about your physical 
appearance and work hard on that. You 
have to know etiquette—there is no room 
for attitude, because it’s all teamwork. 
You have to be nice to everybody, 
everybody, and come in with asmile. It’s 
very important here. | would rather not 
use a beautiful guy than one who is 
demanding and rude. | need guys who 
are easygoing, nice, and whosmile. A 
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Kink3psmMetish 


I'm willing to bet that many of you 
readers are wondering why on Earth the 
Valentine’s issue of Outlooks would 
contain an article about BDSM and 
Fetish. I'd also be willing to bet that those 
of you who are wondering really don’t 
have a clue as to what BDSM and Fetish 
are truly about. Kink is not all about 
reckless self-indulgence. It goes far 
deeper than that. 


I’m guessing that many of you are 
thinking, “What is this guy talking about?” 
When most people hear the words “kinky” 
and “fetish” they immediately envision 
nasty leather men beating the crap out 
of one another (both literally and 
figuratively) and shoving “God knows 
what” into some random stranger’s ass. 
They think of dungeons and dark leather 
bars and drug-fuelled orgies in back 
rooms and bathhouses. 
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The sad reality is that even many of the 
people who themselves practice kink do 
not actually have a good understanding 
of what they are doing. Most people’s 
knowledge of kink has been gathered by 
looking at pornography, wandering 
through shops and websites like 
Northbound Leather, Mr. S, and Priape, 
and by listening to other clueless 
individuals try to explain it. Well, believe 
it or not, the people you see on Jerry 
Springer are not actually authorities on 
kink. 


| prefer to use the term “kink” because 
it encompasses all fetishes. BDSM 
(Bondage, Discipline, Sado-Masochism), 
leather, exhibitionism, and other fetishes 
are individual types of kink. In a nutshell, 
kink is nothing more than sex with a 
twist—or pinch—or slap. It is as individual 
as you are. Fetish Culture is really all 
about embracing your sexuality, shedding 
any societal guilt associated with actually 
enjoying sex, and learning how to explore 
the limits of your sexuality as safely as 
possible. 


One of the common misconceptions 
about kink is that it is abusive. There are 
some very selfish people out there who 
do try to get away with abusive behaviour 
by claiming it’s their kink; but those 
people are violating one of the 
fundamental elements of fetish culture: 
Consent. 


In fetish culture, every aspect of sexual 
play is negotiated and agreed upon before 
anything happens. Limits are set 
mutually, even when the limit is “no 
limits”. Even people who identify as 
“worthless slaves” must willingly agree to 
be treated as such. Furthermore, as soon 
as anyone involved says they’ve had 
enough, everything stops. If things do not 
stop, we’ve then crossed the line from 
“play” into “abuse”. 


People who are part of the kinky 
community understand this rule and obey 
it. We also understand that no matter 
how dark or edgy or risky an act or role- 
play might be, it is all still just playful sex. 
Everybody involved is supposed to be 
enjoying what they’re doing. When 
someone violates this idea, the 
community does its best to spread the 
warning and identify them as a dangerous 
character. 


| organize and teach Kink Education 
programs in Toronto. These programs 
have become very popular, drawing 
people from a broad range of sexualities, 
ages, and genders. One of our goals is to 
show people the benefits of Fetish 
Culture. Our programs help people get 
over their fear of kink, and show them 
how increasing their sexual repertoire can 
bring couples together by keeping their 
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sex lives fun and interesting. Our goal is 
to help individuals and couples learn how 
to enjoy sex more. 


There is a lot of fear associated with 
kinky sex. Much of this fear comes from 
ignorance and misinformation (largely 
through porn and uptight people with a 
lot of Sexual hang-ups). Much of this fear 
also comes from people not wanting to 
be seen as “perverted”. That one! don’t 
get, because I’m rather proud of the fact 
I’m a pervert. 


Many couples lose interest in having 
sex with one another over time because 
they become bored with the same old 
same old. Developing the skills to 
embrace and explore your sexuality can 
keep your relationship fresh and fun. It 
can also help you form an even deeper 
connection with your partner. 


There are four basic elements that 
kinky players must learn to master: 
Communication, Respect, Trust, and 
Connection. 


Communication is necessary for 
several reasons. As I’ve stated, all kinky 
play is negotiated before it begins. 
Players must be able and willing to talk 
openly about their desires, fantasies, 
fears, and limitations. They must also be 
able to make their play partner 
understand how they feel, and why they 
feel that way. Since more than one 
person is involved, a certain amount of 
negotiation must also occur in order to 
make sure that everyone involved is 
getting as close to what they want the way 
they want it. 


Respect is also necessary, primarily 
because it is very difficult to get 
everything we want. Respecting one 
another’s wishes and limits prevents 
anyone from being emotionally or 
physically hurt. You might think taking 
someone on the bus after you’ve 
rendered them helpless is hot; but unless 


the helpless person feels the same way, 
you can’t make it happen without crossing 
the line from “kinky” to “abusive”. This 
also means that bottoms must respect 
the feelings of tops, and must allow the 
top to maintain an element of control. 
Nobody likes a “pushy bottom”. 


Trust is very important. If you don’t 
trust Someone enough to not harm you 
once you’re helpless, then you’re not likely 
to enjoy your experience. The same goes 
for a top trusting that the bottom will not 
act in any way that will jeopardize their 
own Safety. 


Lastly, but perhaps most importantly, 
we get to the element of Connection. It 
is said that the difference between good 
sex and great sex is the connection. 
Some people call it “chemistry”. 
Essentially, I’m referring to how well the 
persons involved fit and work together. 
This is perhaps the most important 
element of kinky play. It is also often the 
most difficult element for people to 
master. 


It is difficult, because it is intangible 
and not easily quantified. To many 
people, it’s either there or it’s not; and it 
cannot easily be created when it is not 
there. It also requires a certain amount 
of courage and personal strength. 


Creating a connection requires the 
ability to open yourself up to the other 
person. You must be willing to let them 
see what’s going on in both your body and 
mind, and you must be willing to look for 
the same with whomever you are playing. 
This means that in addition to mastering 
Trust, Respect, and Communication, you 
must also develop a certain degree of 
empathy with and sensitivity to your 
partner(s). 
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| know this sounds like a lot of effort; 
but truthfully, the benefits outweigh the 
cost. Once all these elements are in 
place, not only will you be able to make 
your sex life far more interesting and fun; 
but you will also create a very strong bond 
with your sexual partner(s). 


We all have fetishes and fantasies, 
whether we are willing to label them as 
such or not. Some of us like muscular 
bodies. Some fixate large penises or large 
breasts. Some people want to dominate. 
Some want to be dominated. Some want 
to pretend they’re different people or 
characters. Some people want to keep 
their shoes and/or socks on during sex. 
Some get off on fucking in places where 
they might be discovered. Others get off 
on percussive play (hitting). These all fall 
under the categories of kink and fetish; 
and as long as all the parties involved are 
having fun then there is no reason for any 
shame or judgment. 


All that having been said, some kinky 
acts are more danger-ous than others. 
Playing with things like bull-whips and hot 
wax have obvious risks, but even 
something as “harm-less” as rope 
bondage can be fatal if not done properly. 
What may look steamy and simple on a 
porn video is very likely riskier and 
more complicated than it seems. Porn is 
fantasy material. It is not intended to 
teach you anything. It does not show you 
how to do something properly; and 
more importantly, porn does not tell you 
what to do in case something goes wrong. 


It is often said that avoiding problems 
is much easier than trying to fix them. 
When we’re talking about a problem that 
might require a trip to an emergency 
room, this saying is especially valuable. 
The risk of physical and emotional injury 
is something the kink community takes 
very seriously; which is why it places such 
emphasis on education. 


It is also why kink educators usually go 
out of their way to discourage the practice 
of mixing kinkier sex with intoxication. 
Alcohol and drugs might help you relax 
and lose your inhibitions; but they also 
put you at a substantially higher risk of 
injury. Intoxicants impair both your 
judgment and your reaction speed. They 
also can decrease your ability to feel pain, 
which is a vital signal that your body is 
being damaged. Statistics have also 
shown a direct link between drug use and 
HIV infection. Quite simply, people make 
stupid choices when they’re high—like not 
practicing safer sex. 


Most larger cities have active kink 
communities that provide demonstra- 
tions and workshops. Reputable stores 
who sell sex toys also often provide 
classes in kinkier sex; or at the very least 


have staff on hand who can explain the 
proper use and care of the items they sell. 
If you’re not brave enough to talk with 
someone or attend a class, there are also 
many good books on kinkier play. 


| suggest books are a good beginning 
or a last resort; but they are not the best 
way to learn about kink. The best way to 
learn about safely exploring your kinkier 
side is to attend demonstrations and 
workshops. Very often, these educational 
programs will not only show you exactly 
what to do; but they will also provide you 
with opportunities to try for yourself under 
supervision—or at least ask questions. 
They are also excellent venues for 
meeting others with similar interests. 


Better teachers will provide psycho- 
logical and physiological information to 
better help you understand what is 
happening in your mind and body during 
your kinky experiences. Also, of vital 
importance, good instructors will not only 
teach you what to do in the event of 
problems; they will also teach you what 
warning signs to look out for in order to 
avoid problems. 


| think it’s safe to say that for the most 
part, we all like good sex. Despite all the 
dark imagery of people in black leather 
and hoods mercilessly torturing their sex 
partners we see in pornography, kink is 
really all about finding ways to make sex 
more fun and to keep making it better 
safely, sanely and consensually. 
Furthermore, while there are some 
individuals (especially gay men) who 
appear to be all about their own reckless 
self-indulgence; kink and fetish can also 
be a means of expanding and solidifying 
the bonds between people by building 
trust, respect, communication, and 
connection. 


Besides, chocolate tastes a lot better 
when you melt it all over a hot body and 
then lick it off. 


A 


Happy Valentine’s Day!! 
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By Paul Ciantar, Canadian Leather Man 2004 & Mr. Leatherman Toronto 2003 


Paul is a very active and outspoken member of the International Leather Community. 
As an ambassador of the Toronto Leather Community since November 2002 and 
Nationally since July 2004, Paul has travelled to many Canadian and American cities for 
Leather events, speaking engagements, media interviews, and fundraising events. He 
has judged several major leather contests in both the USA and Canada (including Ms. 
Leather Ottawa, Ms. Vancouver Leather, and Canadian Leather Woman) and has 
organized many highly successful fundraising events for charities including the Toronto 
People With AIDS Foundation and The Metropolitan Community Church of Toronto. 


He served for 3 years as one of the founding directors for the Church Street Fetish Fair 
and as Co-Chairman of the North American Bootblack Contest. He is currently the 
Leader of Toronto Leather Youth (a.k.a. “A Wolf in Twink’s Clothing”), Director of the “So 
You Want To Be Kinky?” series of pansexual Kink/BDSM workshops, and Chairman of 
the MLTC Educational Programs Committee (all in his home community of Toronto, 
Canada). He also writes a regular column for abOUT magazine. 


Recipient of the 2005 International Pantheon of Leather “Canadian Of The Year” Award, 
he is very passionate about his lifestyle and beliefs. He 
actively promotes the importance of Community Involvement, 
Education, Mentoring, Respect, and Responsibility through 
seminars, interviews, writings, and one-on-one conversations. 
He has been very outspoken regarding the realities and 
dangers of recreational drug use; and firmly believes that 5 
while knowledge is a powerful weapon, it becomes impotent 3 4 


if we are unwilling to use it. a8 4 
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Ladies in LWve 


From early Greece when Sappho was 
writing love poetry to the Victorian age 
when women exchanged locks of hair, 
women have long wooed and loved one 
another. Today the courting continues 
and from heartbreak to happily ever after, 
the queer community has a rich tapestry 
of love stories. 


————————S Rae 
Claire Robson was an assistant 
principal at a school in Kent, England. Joy 
Butler was the head of physical education 
at a nearby high school. The two had 
never met until their paths crossed one 
faithful day on a basketball court. 


“Il was a player coach and Claire was 
learning to play,” recalls Butler “she 
wasn’t used to getting a look-away pass 
and when | threw to her, she missed it 
and ran into the chalk board and fell over, 
blood was pouring down her face.” 


“I had to be hospitalized and get seven 
stitches. To this day | still have a dent in 
my head, so | say Joy really made a lasting 
impression” jokes Robson. 


Claire and Joy 


Butler and Robson were each already 
in relationships, but the two became fast 
friends and would be best friends for the 
next three years. Things changed in 
1988, Margaret Thatcher was prime 
minister and was trying to pass a 
controversial amendment to the UK’s 
local Government Act, Section 28 which 
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prohibited any discussion or promotion of 
homosexuality in the school systems. 
Butler and Robson decided to go to 
London together to march in a protest 
against Section 28. 


“The march had drawn us closer” says 
Robson, “we were on converging paths, 
which were to be more out, to be more 
active. The march fired that up in both of 
us. We were determined to be free.” “It 
was very powerful politically,” adds Butler, 
“we spent the week-end together and the 
sleeping accommodation was one double 
bed, so that was it.” 


Butler and Robson became a couple 
at the march on May 1, 1988 and they 
have been together ever since. 


The couple now live in Vancouver 
where Butler is a professor at UBC and 
Robson is a writer and one of the 
organizers for BOLD, the 5" annual 
Conference for older Lesbians and Dykes 
taking place from September 19-13, 
2009 (www.soundandfuries.com/BOLD). 


“It’s important that there’s a place 
we’re represented,” says 
Robson who is turning 
sixty this year and has 
been with Butler for 
twenty-one years. “It is 
still necessary to work 
hard to put structures 
in place to support us; 
society is not doing that 
for us. Our longevity is 
| thanks to our community.” 


Valentine’s tradition 
includes a heart-shaped 
cake that Butler bakes 
every year and dinner 
parties. “This year for 
Valentine’s Day, we 
are doing crepes for 
seduction. A friend and 
her partner are making 
crepes and the rest of us 
are bringing the fillings.” 


Another tradition for 
the couple is daily tea. “You’ve got to keep 
talking, keep processing,” says Robson. 
“Absolutely everyday when we get in, 
we have tea and conversations, we do 
that as a check-in” says Butler, “our 
relationship has been an amazing 
journey.” Robson agrees, “I am still 
excited when | wake up in the morning 
and Joy is there.” 
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Caroline and Sashi 


SSS EE SSS a 

Sashi was born in Uganda where she 
lived until she was thirteen years old in 
1973 when then ruling dictator, Idi Amin, 
expelled all the Indians out of the country. 


Decades later, she met Torontonian 
Caroline Martin in an online dating site. 
“| had just gotten out of a long term 
relationship and was looking for someone 
to hang out with,” says Sashi. 


“We did the internet, email and phone 
thing until one night | was in the bathtub 
and Sashi called me at two a.m. and 
asked if | wanted to meet,” recalls Martin. 
“We went to Fran’s restaurant because it 
was the only thing open and we met for 
the first time and chatted. Then we ended 
up finding a parking spot and making out 
in her BMW convertible in the pouring rain 
until 9:30 a.m.” 


“What | liked about her instantly, was 
the way she thought,” recalls Sashi, “she 
always looks on the bright side of things, 
and she’s a very positive person.” 


For their second date the couple met 
at an upscale tapas bar, but before going 
into the restaurant, Martin received a call 
on her cell from Sashi. “You will recognize 
my car, joked Sashi, its parked right in 
front, look in the passenger seat there’s 
something for you. Inside she had left 
me a huge bouquet of lilies.” 


“| had decided pretty early on when | 
met her that | really wanted her to come 
and meet my parents,” says Sashi, “l was 
nervous about it, but | thought it would 
be fun.” 


“In June, to celebrate her birthday she 
said me, ‘get some beautiful safari outfits, 
we’re going to Africa’,” recalls Martin who 
headed off to Kampala, Uganda to meet 
Sashi’s parents. “She’s out to her mom, 
but not her dad, so to her dad | was a 


friend and to her mom | was a lover. We 


had three formal meals a day at the table 
and tea in the afternoon together, so you 
can’t have your paws on your girlfriend, 
but her parents were wonderful and kind 
and generous.” 


The couple stayed for three weeks. 
Having never been to Africa before, Martin 
was moved by the smell of the red earth 
and the beauty of the trees but also 
astounded by the poverty. “Most people 
live in shacks with no running water, dirt 
floors, all the cooking is done outside and 
women put bowls on their heads and 
bring water back.” 


Martin, who has been very active with 
non-profit back in Canada, was inspired 
to start a charity called ‘one foot, two foot’. 
“The other thing | noticed there was that 
there are no shoes, even laborers were 
building houses in bare feet.” Says 
Martin. “My intention is to go to 
corporations and work with their health 
and safety committees. Many large 
companies replace their employee’s 
boots every six months and I’d like to get 
the old ones donated to Africa. It’s a 
philanthropic effort that’s a work in 
progress, if | had not met Sashi, this 
opportunity would have never come 
about.” 


The couple has been together for two 
years now. “For the last two Valentine’s 
days, we’ve gotten dressed up, and fed 
one another lobster with lots of candles 
and lots of sex,” recalls Martin. 


“I’m learning a lot from Caroline 
everyday,” explains Sashi, “that’s what 
makes it a good relationship; | think we’re 
both growing. I’ve always wanted to help 
people in Africa. A lot of people when they 
get together give up their dreams, here 
it’s the opposite, | think my chances are 
better because Caroline’s there.” 


aa ee eee eee eee SS eee 

Vancouver native Phaedra first fell in 
love with a girl from her school when she 
was fourteen years old. “I flirted with her, 
but I didn’t know | was flirting or even what 
flirting was. When we were in private, she 
responded positively. Ultimately, | was 
rejected and | felt sad and alone and | 
didn’t know what to do with those 
feelings, so I’d escape school and go to 
Hamburger Mary’s and talk to the 
wonderful queer cook who saved my life,” 
recalls Phaedra. 


Phaedra’s next 
relationship lasted 
three years and was 
an open ménage a 
trois. “I met them 
through my blatant 
demonstrative angst. 
This man and woman educated me and 
mentored me and helped shape and mold 
my sexual open-mindedness.” 


to myself.” 


Phaedra went on to be in an all female 
band called “Bolero Lava” that toured 
extensively through the 80’s and 90’s and 
later had a solo career. It’s during this 
time that she started her longest 
committed relationship of eight years. 
“She was a prominent figure in the 
Canadian fashion industry and she came 
to my shows and wanted to hang out. Our 
relationship was an intoxicating, beautiful 
disaster.” 


Phaedra 


The combination of a musician’s 
lifestyle, relationship issues and chronic 
pain from her endometriosis, a disorder 
she has had five surgeries to try and 
correct, led Phaedra into addiction and 
substance abuse. “I wasn’t comfortable 
in my own skin, | didn’t know how to give 
or receive love without being on MDA or 
some other kind of stimulants.” 


“I am single now and 
have chosen self-imposed 
celibacy for the last two 


years. I know! cannot give 
to others what I have not 
given to myself. So | give 


“Eventually my desire to change was 
bigger than my desire to stay the same. | 
took off my armor and asked my mom for 
help. She’s never turned her back on me, 
she has always been there,” recalls 
Phaedra who spent 104 days at The 
Orchard treatment centre on Bowen 
Island. “They helped me accept the whole 
of who | am.” 


Today Phaedra is in a twelve-step 
program and practices total abstinence. 
“I fell in love in sobriety for 
the first time in 1994 and | 
am the proud God parent of 
her first born. And now that 
lam in recovery, | can show 
up for people that | love and 
be there for them when 
they need me.” 


“lam single now and have chosen self- 
imposed celibacy for the last two years. | 
know | cannot give to others what | have 
not given to myself. Sol give to myself. | 
have started writing music again and | am 
more in touch with my _ Spiritual 
consciousness. | still stay open to new 
experiences. For Valentine’s day, | am 
thinking of throwing a party with eligible 
like-minded self-loving individuals.” 


SSS eee 

Nicole is a lawyer and Trans activist and 
Greta is in LGBT health research. The two 
met at a Trans health lobby meeting, 
which was discussing the human rights 
tribunal and Trans advocacy around sex 
reassignment surgery. 


“It was destiny at first sight,” recalls 
Nicole, “but | was seeing someone else 
and Nicole wasn’t ready to date yet,” adds 
Greta. “We both thought of each other 
as professional colleagues and we didn’t 
want to threaten that,” explains Nicole. 


Eventually they scheduled an 8 AM 
breakfast in Toronto and Greta who lived 
in London, Ontario had to get up at 5 AM 
to make the meeting, neither of them 
knowing whether it was personal or 
professional. 


“We didn’t want to cross a line, neither 
of us wanted to take a chance,” explains 
Greta. “For the next three months, we 
started getting together and soon we were 
having six-hour lunches—all the while not 
acknowledging that it was a little more 
than a professional friendship.” 


“| was going a little crazy,” recalls 
Nicole “then she invited me out to London 
for the week-end. We got together that 
week-end and within a week we knew that 


Nicole and Greta 


was it. That week-end we talked about 
religion and babies and the following 
week-end we talked about marriage.” 


“It was a real sense of coming home,” 
says Greta. “lama romantic cynic, | don’t 
believe in it, so it’s funny to get hit over 
the head with it. | knew from the start 
that she would be fundamentally 
importantin my life.” In December 2007, 
Greta proposed and Nicole said, “Yes”. 


“As a trans person, there aren’t many 
positive representations of relationships 
or marriages,” explains Nicole. “One of 
my friends who is a Trans woman, said it 
was the most special occasion in her life 
that’s she’s been to. Being able to see 
our amazing relationship and how 
meaningful the ceremony was, made her 
feel like there could be something to 
celebrate.” 


“I am a romantic cynic, | don’t 
believe in it, so it’s funny to get 


hit over the head with it.” 


“We were able to get married when we 
were ready for it and not when the 
government was ready,” says Greta. “It 
feels like a real privilege even though it 
was what should have always existed.” 


The wedding, which took place in 
August of 2008, was—according to 
Greta—"the traditional trans, lesbian, 
open faith wedding ceremony. We wrote 
our vows on our modified version of the 
Ketuvah, another Jewish tradition. It’s a 
piece of art work | did in watercolor of two 
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trees and it has the signatures of 
everyone who attended our wedding. It’s 
hanging framed in our living room now 
and if we ever have tough times, we can 
look at it and remember the beautiful 
things we promised each other.” 


“At the end of our ceremony, we both 
tossed our bouquets and the two women 
who caught them were a couple from the 
states who have been together for twelve 
years and they had been struggling for 
some time and fighting for their rights. 
When they realized they had each caught 
the bouquets, they were hugging each 
other and our photographer was crying. 
It was exactly what they needed to give 
them a sense of hope.” A 


By Samantha Sarra 


Samantha is a writer, activist and 
filmmaker. 
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Mid-Life? What Mid-Life? 


In Harold Kooden’s 2000 book Golden 
Men: The Power of Gay Mid-Life, the 
author makes a fascinating observation 
which is often buried in our gay 
subconscious: we are now the first openly 
gay generation of men entering mid-life. 


Anew chapter in life appears to be even 
more unusual when we consider that 
Kooden’s book is one of less than a 
handful on the subject on bookshelves. 
In a narcissistic era where some gay men 
report they’d rather die of AIDS than 
become “old” (Seriously), there’s no time 
like the present for a call to arms, along 
with a salute to all those gay men before 
us who stuck it out in silence. 


Fortunately, a recent Toronto study 
adds some Canadian stats on our golden 
years. Its results, as expected, are a 
huge anchor in that river we call “Denial”. 
Dr. Adam Isaiah Green, an Assistant 
Professor at University College in 
Toronto’s Sociology Department, has 
de-voted his career to the sociality of 
sexuality, gender, and medical sociology 
and theory in both New 
York City and Toronto. In 
the halls of academia, 
Green has examined and 
theorized on the gay 
“subcultures” (he calls 
them “erotic worlds”) of 
both cities, particularly in 
the context of gay villages 
and the social structures 
that define them. For 
Green’s recent study, 
published in the Journal of Health and 
Social Behaviour, he interviewed close to 
seventy gay men in Toronto’s village, 
investigating the consequences of being 
undesirable [based] on physical and 
mental health. 


“The study involved about three years 
of ethnographic research and field work,” 
describes Green. “I divided those who 
participated by sex, class [combined 
education and income}, ethnicity and age. 
| also put together a photographic 
catalogue from in and around Church 
Street. Anything that had a sexual 
connotation | photographed, over two 
years. The uniformity of the [Adonis] 
images alone tell a story, especially 
considering Toronto is supposed to be one 
of the most diverse cultures in the world. 
From the local bar to magazines to store 
windows, there’s very little variation.” 
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Green’s report, a pioneer in linking sex 
to mental health, unveils that white, 
middle-class men are often considered 
hotties over: a) racial minorities; b) men 
over 40; and c) low-income earners. The 
fate of the ABCs, you ask? Those with 
less “erotic capital,” Green found, have a 
propensity towards riskier sexual 
behaviour (i.e., less ability to negotiate 
safe sex), along with self-isolation, 
substance abuse, depression and 
suicide. Age status, says Green, plays the 
biggest factor, and while it’s easy to 
fantasize about working-class men, 
it’s a whole different reality when they’re 
low-income or can’t afford the tools 
needed for “erotic capital,” such as body 
enhancement and a gym membership. 


“We tend to devalue sexual life as 
extracurricular and frivolous,” Green 
notes, “but this research shows a 
significant link between sexual 
desirability and health—which can take 
a real toll both physically and 
psychologically. One participant said, 
even in a bathhouse without clothes, it’s 


“We tend to devalue sexual life as 
extracurricular and frivolous, but this 
research shows a Significant link between 
sexual desirability and health—which can 
take a real toll both physically and 
psychologically.” 


about status. He described it as a whole 
level of beauty that middle-class men can 
afford that he can’t show, around skin and 
hair for example.” 


Media coverage on Green’s report has 
thus far strapped on a safe sex chastity 
belt of sorts, using anxious, red light 
headlines like “Risky Sex Linked to 
Feeling Undesirable” and “Undesirable 
Gay Men Likely to Engage in Risky Sexual 
Behaviour.” It’s a fear-mongering 
response Green says is unfortunate, given 
the necessity for an equally red light 
emphasis on our mental health. 


“Using a [scientific] stress process 
model,” Green theorizes, “we can look at 
the way things like sexual status in Say, 
the gay village, are a stressor on one’s 
life. Those that feel they have sufficient 
erotic capital feel they have greater 
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latitude in pursuing the men they 
find desirable; the city becomes 
their candy store with a simple 
wink or a nod. For others, there 
was a burden, with so many 
different kinds of problems. When 
it Occurs over and over, or 
becomes a systematic feeling of 
marginalization, it leads to 
negative health, and little control 
over one’s personal life.” 


A close comparison to gay mid- 
life, Green agrees, might be that 
of a heterosexual woman, who 
suffer from some of the same 
issues of desirability. Gay men, 
often more sex-positive, have 
the disadvantage of bachelor- 
hood for longer periods of time, 
graduating with wrinkles as 
their rite of passage. As Green 
generalizes, we have yet to 
fully experience the mid-life 
opportunities championed by 
middle-aged white men. 


Green’s findings are 
the same in comparing 
Toronto’s “erotic world” 
to that of New York, 
the latter being far 
more complex due to 
population density. (In 
New York, Green offers 
as an example, a gay 
bar may also cater 
exclusively to. say, 
African-American men). 
In Toronto, adds Green, some of that 
“sexual marketplace” exists as well, and 
while larger studies are under way in 
Toronto on subjects like tops and bottoms 
and Ontario gay marriages, Green 
stresses there is much more research to 
be done on our gay Golden Girls. 


“The mainstream sociology industry 
doesn’t have enough information on this 
yet,” warns Green. “There is also a whole 
other set of data that is strongly 
suggested by this, and that we need to 
attend to. We tend to look at issues of 
attractiveness and where we stand in the 
order of things as having very little 
consequence. But what | am finding is 
that within these hierarchies, around say, 
sex, class and age, there are patterns that 
lead to societal issues on what we view 
as attractive in the first place.” 


THE 
POWER OF 
GAY 


MIDLIFE 


In Green’s view, one not dissimilar to 
Kooden’s, the battle against ageism is 
clearly at hand. As Kooden emphasizes 
in Golden Men, our history of oppression 
and the struggle for recognition is in fact 
one of our most valuable sources for 
combat. Speaking broadly on his own 
study, Green notes any grim picture he’s 
painted is extreme, but when it comes to 
gay mid-life, “It’s a question of how to 
face not fitting into the mould.” 


Prepare for battle, boys. 


Green’s study can be accessed at 
libraries and online via the Journal of 
Health and Social Behaviour Website. A 


By David King 


David King is founding Artistic Director of 
Montreal's Out Productions (out.ca), a 
freelance arts, culture and travel writer, 
and Contributing Editor of 2B Magazine. 
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Each unit has: 
*1 bedroom 
* 2 bathrooms 


The Largest Clothing Optional 
Gay Men’s Resort in So. Ca! 
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Open 24 -7 

Salt Water Jacuzzi 
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Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel,one biock tom GAY beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 


601 Grenfall Road at Parocela 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 


Join us Feb. 14, 2009 far 
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DEALOFTHEMONTH | ACTIVE $$ COMFORT $$$ InSTYLE $$$$ 


Nepal Adventure 15 days $955 | Thailand 10 days $1015 | Nepal g days $945 

+ local payment *NDA + local payment *TDK | + local payment *NDH 

SAVE 10% on all Inca Trail 8 days $1095 | Experience Japan 14 days $3180 | Thailand 7 days $1345 
+ local payment *GDA + local payment *JDT | + local payment *TOH | 
February, March & i 
p Thailand Hike Bike Raft i3days $1025 | Egypt 12 days $1850 | Vietnam 12days $3305 | 

April depa rtures. + local payment *TDF | +local payment *EDI | + local payment *VDD 


Cycle Vietnam 15 days $1540 | Taste of Costa Rica 9 days $1065 | India 7 days $2150 


+ local payment *VDB + local payment *QDR | + local payment *HDF 


*enter 3 letter trip code into trip finder at out-adventures.com for more information. 
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Shooting [3U2@MKS With My Keyboard 


I've been chatting up some guy on 
some online dating site for over an hour. 
Online dating sites differ from gay 
hookup/sex sites because the guys on the 
dating sites are looking for a relationship. 
His response time is quick and his 
messaging is consistent, making me 
think this guy is actually interested in 
me and not chatting with five guys at 
once. He then asks to take the 
conversation to MSN. Once there, we chat 
a bit more, until he says he has to go to 
bed because he has to work early. He 
types four letters to me- ttyl- and logs off. 
It’s 3:13 a.m.. 


Over the next few days, | log on to 
MSN; but he’s not online. | finally see him 
online and message him, but there’s no 
response. Later, | go onto the dating site 
and see his profile in the list of people 
who have recently checked their mailbox. 
We never chat again. So much for him. 
Another virtual guy, another virtual 
relationship bites the dust before it even 
starts. 


Sound familiar? l’ll bet. What’s 
happening to the gay online world? Guys 
are fronting like they want to meet you; 
but they don’t want to in reality. It seems 
that gay dating sites are being used as a 
tool to get attention from other guys fora 
quick ego boost, rather than finding a 
date. It’s the old bait ‘n’ switch routine of 
seeing if you can get a guy and when you 
do, you move on to the next catch. 


lasked a few friends about their online 
dating habits and found out that they were 
all online, but didn’t take it seriously. 


“lam frivolous because | can be,” said 
Mike, a friend who has had profiles online 
for years. “Men online are expendable. | 
can chat with a guy for a while but move 
on to another guy for a while, and if it 
doesn’t go anywhere, | can always 
message the last guy again and usually 
pick up right where we left off.” 


Phillip Coupal, a counselor in Toronto 
for gay singles and couples, sees more 
frustration in his clients because of the 
online world. Actually, some of his clients 
started to see him because of their bad 
internet experiences. “The gay men who 
come to me Say they are fed up with the 
endless emails with no date or getting the 
date but being stood up,” Coupal explains 
“But, for some reason they keep logging 
back on.” 


A lot has been said about how easily 
addicted guys can get to the many 
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different gay sex sites. In a recent Out 
Magazine article about Manhunt, a gay 
hookup site, the marketing director is 
quoted as saying that the site is like a slot 
machine where “you keep hitting next, to 
see another screen of profiles, thinking 
you're gonna get lucky sevens.” 


The same can be said about gay dating 
sites. It’s this mentality that has gay men 
incessantly searching for dates, rather 
than going on any. “It’s the thrill of 
options,” Coupal says “You can turn on 
your screen and a guy pops up wanting 
to chat with you. It’s exciting, but really, 
it’s just an image on a computer screen.” 


eee 


want. When you’re online, you don’t have 
to put the work into a relationship like you 
would in reality,” Coupal said. 


A real relationship takes a lot of effort, 
and, for many guys, the weight of a date 
can be too much. Steve Wilson is online 
and delivers results. He got dumped 
recently and is still not over it; but being 
newly single, he got back online. He chats 
with guys and has even met up with a few 
for coffee or dinner. Some have even got 
a second and third date; but then the 
other shoe drops. Steve tells them that 
he is still too damaged from his ex to be 
starting a new relationship. These sites 
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Online gives the illusion that you’re 
connecting and makes you feel that 
you're meeting new people; but the reality 
is you’re sitting alone in your apartment. 
What we have to keep in mind is that, no 
matter how much you’re involved with a 
guy online, in the end he’s still a stranger. 


However, this type of connection 
seems to fill some need that doesn’t get 
filled with a person. In Coupal’s opinion, 
he thinks that gay men are shying away 
from real relationships because we are 
scared of what we have to give up of 
ourselves to be in one. “The internet 
makes relationships easy because you 
can turn them off and on whenever you 
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have become a new way to rebound. 
Steve keeps telling me that he doesn’t 
even know why he’s on these dating sites 
and that he is going to take off his profile, 
but he never does. The ego boost he gets 
from getting a message from another guy 
has become a necessity in his fragile post- 
dumped state. 


Even I’m guilty of faux messaging. 
Sometimes | see a guy’s profile and 
message him just to see if | get a 
response, even though | have no intention 
of actually pursuing it. There are also 
times | find myself logging on simply to 
see who has viewed me. 


After reviewing my MSN contacts, | 
realized just how useless my time online 
has been. | have 27 guys added from a 
dating site in my “other contacts” folder 
in my MSN. None of whom | can recognize 
without seeing a picture and, even then, 
I’m not certain. There’s scottbushx, 
bigbiged, Gabor in Toronto, KV, Ahhh frak, 
and the list goes on. Some of them are 
from months ago, and all of them never 
message when I’m online. Maybe they’re 
waiting for me to message them, which | 
don’t, probably because I’m too busy 
adding new guys to the list. 
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So, shooting blanks with our keyboards 
is a two-way street. We can relieve much 
of our neurosis and anxieties about our 
online rejections if we admit that the 
primary function of our online selves is 
to foster exciting could-be relationships, 
notrealones. A 


By Jesse Trautmann zm 


Jesse is a freelance 7 
writer and 
videographer living 
in Toronto. He is 
going into his last 
year of Broadcast 
Journalism at Ryerson University and just 
finished an internship at Global TV News 
and had a blast. 
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Welcome to winter in The Maritimes! | hope you found your valentine already, 
but if you haven’t already there is still plenty of time to find your Valentine. 
Abegweit Rainbow Collective is having a great year so far. We had a fantastic 
success at New Years Eve with our White Ball as well as a great New York City 
Club Night on the 17‘ at Mavor’s Bistro. 


We are having our Annual General Meeting on January 27" at the Stratford 
town hall at 6pm sharp. We have more dances coming up at Mavor’s Bistro in 
the Confederation Centre of the Arts. The dates are as follows: January 31°, 
February 14" and 28", March 14" and 28", April 11° and 25", May 9" and 
23", and June 6" and 20th. We are having a Diva Night with the music all of the 
Gay Icon Divas on January 31°. Our Valentine’s Gala is on February 14" so you 
can expect a slow dance or two thrown into our usual mix of dance hits. Easter 
weekend is also gonna be celebrated at Mavor’s as well. Queen Victoria is also 
going to be celebrating her birthday with us on May 23". 


The dates for the Prince Edward Island Pride Festival Week are set for July 3° 
until the 12" with the Parade, Festival In The Park, and Pride Ball happening on 
Saturday July 11". We are still making the plans for 2009 but you can expect a 
softball game, some dances, the potluck, the church service, and maybe even 
a movie night. If you have any ideas to add or wish to volunteer, please contact 
us via email or our office phone number. For more information on any of our 
Pride, Youth, or social events or activities, please email us at info@arcofpei.com 
or call our office at 902-894-5776 or 1-877-380-5776. 
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Khe Gym: Work Out or Cruise Out 


Nature or nurture, each of us have our 
own reasons for taking care of our bodies 
by regularly dragging our butts to the gym 
for that routine abuse commonly known 
as a work out. However, for those regular 
attendees of this age-old form of self 
abuse for the sake of idealized beauty, 
there’s also something else happening at 
today’s modern gyms that dates back to 
the days of ancient Greeks and Romans. 


Call it simple curiosity, voyeurism or out 
right cruising, one way or another regular 
gym attendees, gym bunnies, queens and 
even the heterosexuals amongst us 
recognize the gaze of the other be it at 
that dangling package or a well honed 
gluteus maximus. Men, although we'll all 
deny it, for the most part can’t help but 
satisfy our curiosity with that casual 
glance and with a boastful grace, glean 
pride from the knowledge that we are the 
object of some curious onlooker. We’re 
there to sweat but to also admire and be 
admired, why else put yourself though 
such gruelling efforts. 


Then there are those times when 
curiosity crosses the floor and an idle 
glance becomes an invitation to play. 


Joseph Couture is the author of Peek: 
Inside the Private World of Public Sex, 
described as “an up close and personal 
look at impersonal sex.” The text includes 
such subjects as bathhouses, park sex, 
our new online world, and of course, fun 
and fitness at the gym. 
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Mr. Couture covers all the bases from 
getting fit, to cruising etiquette, our 
changing cultural practices and those 
who like me, like to look and be watched 
but find anything more a ‘distraction’ that 
can lead to a serious injury as in when 
your head spins around to catch a glance 
at the latest hot stud only to leave you 
with a strained neck that keeps you out 
of the gym for a week. He also notes two 
distinctive types of males inherent in gym 
locker culture where a wondering eye is 
the norm. 


“They do more than that, these boys 
are not only looking they’re showing and 
it doesn’t matter what they’re sexuality 
is. They just enjoy having their beauty 
admired and they get pleasure out of 
taunting the old queens,” says Mr. 
Couture. “The one’s who are not 
interested will let you know. They’ll take 
the shower at the end of the row and will 
give you an ugly look if you do peek. Stay 
away from them as they’re either very 
homophobic or very into the closet. They 
get their clothes on and get out as fast as 
possible.” 


However, for the most part, there’s a 
camaraderie and friendship derived from 
hanging out with the guys and that 
sexualizing the space can be problematic 
by the distractions it causes to a good 
workout routine. 


“| enjoy looking and being looked at. 
I’m there to make myself beautiful and | 
appreciate when someone looks, 
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especially a straight man because they're 
admiring the simple physicality of my 
effort,” says Mr. Couture cautioning that 
“inappropriate behaviours are 
unwelcome anywhere. ‘Mind your 
manners’ is what | would tell these men 
who need a lesson in courtesy.” 


Yet to say that gay and straight 
reactions in the gym are similar is a 
misrepresentation of masculinity, 
reminiscent of those awkward high school 
days that for Mr. Couture and those 
interviewed, seem to be either a moment 
of abject horror that stunted their sexual 
liberation or opened the door to new 
possibilities later in life. Either way, being 
gay and in the company of a number of 
naked men is sexual even if it does not 
necessarily lead to sex. 


“In the mind of the gay man it is sexual 
and we’re missing the opportunity to see 
the big picture. We shouldn’t assume the 
world is black and white and neither is 
sexual orientation,” Mr. Couture says. 
“They call them men who have sex with 
men because they are not gay. There can 
be individual men who can be attracted 
to another man and I'm grateful for that.” 


However, while male nudity and 
sexuality can combine to create a 
powerful aphrodisiac, misreading the 
signals can lead to problems—some of 
them serious. 


“Banning and or legal action are the 
suspected results if caught or if there’s a 
complaint. They would prefer to toss you 
out and send you on your way. What they 
hope is that you’ll be respectful. No 
means no and it can be implied by body 
language, if someone is communicating 
no then it should be understood. You’re 
not there to impose your sexuality on 
anyone else. Be an ethical slut,” Mr. 
Couture suggests. 


The reality is that attitudes vary from 
one establishment to another. Where the 
Village People once sang of the glorious 
fun of the YMCA, the organization has 
since made extraordinary effort to 
redesign its change rooms to discourage 
public sex in its facilities. Others are more 
tolerant so long as those wondering eyes 
don’t extend to the actions of your hand. 


“There are the extremes who don’t 
want that activity and others who turn a 
blind eye because gay men are great 
clients and regular. The gyms that fall in 
between aren’t thrilled but don’t want to 
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know about it so long as it doesn’t get 
out of control—unless no one complains, 
no one’s going to cause a scandal,” Mr. 
Couture says. “The YMCA has redesigned 
their facilities to go out of the way to make 
it non-sexual to remove privacy. It’s a 
clever and insidious way to prevent that 
interaction.” 


Showers and saunas remain the 
spaces of gay men and the curious but 
for the most part, gay liberation, the rise 
of the bathhouse culture and the internet 
is changing the ways we cruise and meet. 
However, with his book now in its third 
printing, it seems there are those still 
interested in more than lifting weights and 
a good sweat at the gym. 


“The book has exceeded all 
expectations. It reached number one in 
a number of countries and is in its third 
printing. | knew people were interested 
but | never thought that they would be this 
interested,” Mr. Couture says. A 


For more information pick up 
Joseph Couture’s of Peek: 
Inside the Private World of 
Public Sex, The Haworth Press, 
Taylor & Frances Group, 2008. 
ISBN: 978-1-56023-646-7. 


By Ben Benedict 


Ben is a Freelance writer, visual artist and 
owner of Benedict Creative 
Communications in London, Ontario 
www.bcreative.ca 
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Is masturbation 
the “crack cocaine 
of sexuality?” 


| can hardly stop pulling at myself as | 
sit here trying to think of what to write. 
| certainly don’t want my new readers to 
think of me as an overly rigid professor; 
but, on the topic of masturbation, | find it 
hard not to be a little stiff in my 
presentation. Really, the topic of 
masturbation creates as much or more 
angst in the average hetero as does the 
topic of homosexuality! To make matters 
worse, one notable writer describes 
wanking as itself a form of queer sex (a 
cock is a cock, regardless of whose you 
are stroking). 


| couldn’t help but read about the 
history of masturbation, as | knew that 
the guy who invented Graham Crackers 
and the Kellogg who invented Corn Flakes 
did so to help curb masturbatory desire 
(| suggest not consuming these if you 
want to feel virile). Before the age of 
enlightenment, history records periods of 
both ups and downs regarding views 
toward masturbation. One historian 
believes that the history of modern 
masturbation began with the writing 
of Onania; or, The Heinous Sin of 
Self-Pollution, and all its Fright- 
ful Consequences in Both Sexes, 
Considered, written in about 1712 by an 
anonymous writer, thought to be quack 
surgeon John Marten. As the title 
suggests, the book scared a lot of readers 
as much as the Exorcist first scared me. 
The book reportedly had such a profound 
impact that, between 1856 and 1932, 
the US Patent Office had approved thirty- 
three patents for “anti-masturbation” 
devices. For example, one such device 
would puncture an erect penis with prickly 
points, thereby, shrinking the little fella a 
few notches. Beyond that, some of the 
more concerned parents had their boys 
castrated and, in rare cases, their penises 
amputated (ouch). 


You gotta wonder, “What the f***?” 
Well, since Onania was written, the 
widespread belief was that masturbation 
was a sin and that it could have harmful 
health consequences, such as insanity, 
epilepsy, mental retardation, general 
health problems, and vision and hearing 
difficulties. Wasting seed was blamed on 
over sixty percent of medical and mental 
problems! Furthermore, many religions 
believed that the wasting of semen was 


a terrible thing. If it wasn’t used for 
procreation, then it should not be 
ejaculated at all. Augustine’s views had 
a lasting effect on Christian thought, and 
once he converted from Manichaeaism 
to Christianity, he lost his sexual desires 
and believed others should work hard at 
controlling theirs. He believed that the 
only place for shooting sperm was into a 
vagina while lying in the missionary (man 
on top) position. Note that the Bible does 
not mention masturbation anywhere. In 
the passage where Onan spilt his seed 
(Genesis 38: 7-10), scholars believe that 
Onan sinned by refusing to follow an Old 
Testament expectation (you were to have 
sex with your deceased brother’s wife). 
Onan basically said, “I don’t think so!” and 
was struck dead by God for his 
disobedience. 


...the incidence of prostate 
cancer is less in aging men 
who have had regular orgasms 


in their younger years, 
compared to those who did 
not have regular orgasms. 


Even as masturbation began to be 
seen as a medical condition instead of 
a moral one around the 1900s, the 
trepidation around wanking continued. 
Even the founder of the psychology of 
adolescence, G. Stanley Hall, wrote that 
teens should avoid playing with their 
stuff. Furthermore, the American Medical 
Association did not declare masturbation 
to be a normal sexual activity until 1972. 
Times have changed, however, and from 
1966 to 1996, men’s and women’s 
attitudes toward masturbation have 
become more liberal, more of both 
genders are doing it, more see it as a 
form of sex in its own right, and more 
couples see it aS an acceptable 
complement to their sex lives together. 


Just how many guys masturbate 
anyway? You want to know that you’re 
not alone, right? Well, usually you are 
alone when you pull at yourself that way. 
Luckily, however, a recent representative 
British study (based on 4,762 males) 
found that ninety-five percent of men, 
ages sixteen to forty-four, have choked 
their chicken at least once in their 
lifetime. Within the past four weeks, the 
percentage is seventy-three percent. 
A little closer to home, Kinsey and his 
researchers found that ninety-two 
percent of the men in his classic study 
published in 1948 masturbated, and a 
2007 representative American study 


(1,347 men) found that sixty-one percent 
of men, ages eighteen to sixty, beat their 
meat at least once in the past year. 


Recent studies have generally found 
that frequent orgasms are healthy for 
men’s sexual development and for their 
bodies. Two studies have found, for 
example, that the incidence of prostate 
cancer is less in aging men who have had 
regular orgasms in their younger years, 
compared to those who did not have 
regular orgasms. Although this research 
needs to be replicated, it is abundantly 
clear that the claims first described in 
Onania are bogus. You certainly won’t 
hurt yourself by playing with your member 
and you will avoid catching all sexually 
transmitted diseases. The only caveat is 
that you be sane in your practices— 
between 500 and 1,000 deaths each 
year in the US are attributable to 
autoerotic asphyxiation, caused by cutting 
off air to the lungs for the purpose of 
feeling a more intense orgasm. 


Is masturbation the crack cocaine of 
sexuality? Well, crack users are often on 
a downward spiral of increasing 
dependence and inability to cope with 
life. Masturbation feels good and you may 
find yourself wanting to do it again and 
again. If anything, it will help you cope 
better with life, as one of its effects is 
often to relax you after you have spent 
your load. It will also teach you more 
about what pleasures you. That, in turn, 
can make you a better lover. As many have 
written and more have said, the more you 
love yourself, the more you can love 
others. 


Stroke it and find out. For those who 
want a few guides to learn better 
techniques, check out the following 
websites: 


http://advancedmasturbation.com/ 
http://www.letsmasturbate.com/ 
http://www.aboutmasturbation.com/ 
A 


By Kevin Alderson, Ph.D., R. Psych. 


Dr. Alderson is an associate professor of 
counselling psychology at the University of 
Calgary, who specializes in gay and 
lesbian studies. He also maintains a 
private practice. He ~~ 
can be contacted by 7 
confidential email at 7 
alderson@ucalgary.ca, “ 
or by confidential 2 
voice mail at : 
403-605-5234. 
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A Fetish at the Bathhouse 


Listen up, folks, because | have a story 
to tell..and it’s a real humdinger—I 
promise! First, I'll have to lay a little 
groundwork. In order to avoid any 
confusion, let's get down to brass tacks 
with a proper explanation for the word 
“fetish” shall we? Accordingly, the 
Penguin English Dictionary’s Second 
Edition defines “fetish” as... “an objector 
bodily part whose presence in reality or 
fantasy is psychologically necessary for 
sexual gratification; or a form of sexual 
desire and gratification related to such 
an object.” 


Okay, now that we're all on the same 
page, who amongst us hasn't objectified 
a particular body part at one time or 
another? Or eroticized an inanimate item 
perhaps? C'mon, fess up, there’s no need 
to be shy. Thank you for that show of 
hands—and the rest of you are liars! 
Therefore, whether it’s being momentarily 
playful to please yourself or getting 
downright worshipful to satisfy a nasty- 
minded partner, a fetish is a fetish is a 
fetish, and variety is clearly the spice of 
life! 


Some of the more common fetishes 
known to provide sexual thrills involve 
those interacting with feet, leather, 
tickling, boots, armpits (clean or ripe), 
food, hands, underwear/jockstraps, body 
hair (or lack thereof), rubber/latex, golden 
showers, S&M, B&D...and, no, I’m not 
talking about booze and drugs, okay? 
While a few of the kinkier fetishes, or 
perhaps not depending on your own 
personal limits, involve those dealing with 
amputation (remember the first season 
of DEXTER?), coprophilia, fisting, 
necrophilia, coprophagia, asphyxiation, 
and infantilism. Speaking of the latter, 
there's a salacious rumour afloat 
regarding a very prolific, highly respected 
Hollywood director whose overtly strong 
desire to be in touch with his needy inner 
child results in his purposely soiling 
himself, which in turn requires him to be 
properly disciplined and spanked before 
he gets freshly powdered and diapered! 
And just who is this award-winning 
director's complicit “scene” partner? Why 
none other than his ever-loving wife, of 
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course, indicating that the couple who 
plays together, stays together. (And, no, | 
won't divulge his name, so don’t ask!) 


Now, although | can be as complacent 
or as grossed out as the next guy when 
hearing about another person’s private 
peccadilloes, | honestly have to wonder 
about the expenses incurred for certain 
types of role-playing. | mean—whips, 
feather dusters, rubber sheets, uniforms, 
chains, hoods, restraints—who can afford 
it these days? To say nothing of some 
people’s need for public expression! 
Because, just between us, I’m way too 
nervous to invite one particularly kinky 
couple over to dinner anymore, the 
reason being that I'm afraid they'll show 
up avec accoutrement! | mean, who 
needs that tension? Firstly, my front hall 
closet isn’t big enough to stash all that 
crap. Secondly, I'm practically afraid to 
breathe until dessert's done and they've 
split for their local dungeon! 


This brings me to a couple of very 
important reminders, so please pay close 
attention. Although Toronto is well-known 
for its nifty array of fetish groups which 
cater to gay, lesbian, transgender and/ 
or straight participants, it remains 


incumbent upon each individual to 
perform his/her due diligence while 
researching such groups. After all, since 
we're talking about indulging in some 
fairly “left of centre” behaviour for the 
most part, you'll definitely need to know 
who all the potential players are. Because 
I'm pretty sure nobody wants to end up 
with a psychologically imbalanced or 
physically depraved pervert as their 
partner. Also, most groups, whether they 
feature public events or private parties, 
will have a specific set of rules in place. 
Those non-negotiable “etiquettes of kink” 
are designed to safeguard its 
participants, including your self from 
danger, so be certain to honour them. 
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After all, engaging in 
specialized fetish play is meant 
to be respectful, healthy and 
enjoyable; so, avoiding other 
players who appear to be overly 
impulsive, cruelly careless or 
seemingly self-destructive 
should be a no-brainer. When 
it comes to the exchange of 
bodily fluids, not to mention the inherent 
trust issues involved, always let safety 
prevail. Lastly, be sure to investigate what 
type of sexual behaviours and/or acts 
between consenting adults are—or are 
not—acceptable in accordance with the 
Criminal Code of Canada. 


Okay, enough sermonizing. Your 
patience has been admirable, so here's 
that humdinger of a story | promised. 
(FYI: it’s all true, except I’ve obviously 
withheld the names of the participants 
to protect the innocent.) In the early 
morning hours at one of Toronto's most 
popular bathhouses, a largely built, 
hirsute, Caucasian man invited my horny, 
unsuspecting friend into his private room 
for some fun and games, specifically 
promising to put on a “really amazing 
show” just for him. Well. Clearly, my 
pal was flattered, or just plain nosey, 
so he waddled 
inside, breathless 
with anticipation. 
In record time, 
Mr. Vanilla Gorilla 
was stark naked and 
writhing about in 
ecstatic pleasure 
as he expertly 
inserted well-oiled, 
small potatoes— 
the kind with the 
red skins—into his 
very accommodating anus! Then, once 
he was sufficiently full, he lay back 
furiously stroking himself, intent on 
blowing a load as those lubed-tubers 
began machine-gunning out of his 
ass! Well, needless to say, by this point 
in the story my eye brows hit the ceiling 
and my mouth was a bagel. Nevertheless, 
quickly putting my own shocked 
feelings aside, and in a great 
display of friendly concern, 
| cautiously asked, 
“Did you remember 
to duck?” To which 
my pal’s priceless 
response was, 
“Duck? 


Who had time? | just got the hell out of 
there before that guy decided to make 
potato salad!” 


Well, there you have it. And although 
I've tried my level best to keep it clean, 
let's be honest, how discreet can one 
possibly be when discussing potatoes- 
up-a-poop-chute? | mean it was news 
to me that such a fetish existed in the 
first place, so who was | to be judgmental? 
Especially since I’m reasonably sure 
no potatoes were harmed during that 
production! Nor would | consider 
condemning bathhouses as dens of 
iniquity either. (Although, just between 
us, | would caution against attempting 
this stunt at home!) Nope, instead my 
only concern, given the fact I'm a 
nitpicking Virgo, is the outstanding 
answer to the nagging question: Before 
getting started, do you think the fetishist 
remembered to count the potatoes? 
Discuss amongst yourselves—|'m going 
to take ashower! A 


By Doug Ross 


Doug is a busy producer/casting director 
within the Toronto entertainment industry. 
He has just been contracted to ghostwrite 
a book for a locally-based television 
personality. 


Don't You Wish... 


Meet Dustin Keller. Born in Saskatoon and raised in small town 
Saskatchewan, this 25 year old is now relocated to Sherwood 
Park, AB. Dustin is a bartender and a marketing student. Also a 
DJ, he goes by the alias D3VIANT, playing electro that rocks the 
floor with every opportunity, shaking booties everywhere. His talent 
behind the decks is something that must be witnessed. Watch for 
D3VIANT shows across Alberta and throughout Canada. Come 


out, introduce yourself, and dance the night way. 


Photo credits: 


LiteWave Images 
www.modelmayhem.com/litewave 
LiteWaveCalgary@gmail.com 


Clothing credits: 


Clothing provided by 
Junkstar Vintage Inc. 


www.hotel-mercurio.com 
What Are You Dreaming Of... Puerto Vallarta, Mexico’s Gay Beach 


www.boana.net 

Condo hotel - one block from gay beach - Puerto Vallarta 
www.westjet.com 

Non stop to Vegas - Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Winnipeg and Vancouver 
www.warmsandvillas.com 

Private resort in Palm Springs - clothing optional 


http://www.cruiseshipcenters.ca/DonaldMcKay 


The only travel agency in Calgary belonging to: IGLTA International Gay and Lesbian 


Travel Association 
www.Sandfvr.com 

Stunning views / desert modern 
www.out-adventures.com 


Get OUT and experience the real world. Small groups. Seven continents. Gay travel 


adventures 


www.orientalphoenix.com 

Vietnamese (Calgary) 

www.melrosecalgary.com 

Café - Bar - Patio (Calgary) 
www.mingeatdrink.com 

Food drink and fine propaganda since 1997 (Calgary) 


www.reymark.com 

Home renovation specialists (Calgary) 
www.tritd.ca 

Home renovation specialist (Edmonton) 


www.innonsomerset.com 

Discover the comfort of the Inn on Somerset (Ottawa) 
www.LaLoggia.ca 

In heart of the Montreal Gay village, an elegant B&B 


www.webstergalleries.com 
Exceptional fine arts for over 28 years 


Direct customers to your Website for only $12.00 per 


www.twistedelement.ca 

Calgary’s largest gay nightclub (Calgary) 
www.stampedecasino.com 

Calgary’s newest casino and show lounge 
www.deerfoot.com 

Inn, Restaurant, Casino and Show lounge (Calgary) 
www.playnightclub.ca 

Nightclub in Edmonton 


http://CloudbreakBamfield.com 


Large, bright and spacious luxury house in rugged Bamfield on west coast of 


Vancouver Island 


www. maxwellrealty.ca/marniecampbell 
Marnie Campbell - Realtor “Out There With You” (Calgary) 


www.ageless.ca 
Skin rejuvenation - laser hair removal (Calgary) 


www.akrpc.ca 

Certified General Accountant (Calgary) 

www.digitalavatar.ca 

Graphic design - website design - writing - copy editing (Calgary) 
www.weddingmyway.com 

| would be honoured to serve as your Wedding Officiant (Calgary) 


www.blacktiebartending.ca 
Calgary’s elite contract bartending service 


www.createdgay.com 


www.improvresources.com 
A resource for improvisational books 


www.lgbt4sale.com 
www.canadianbathhouse.com 
www.readeprojects.com 


www.abs-hosting.com 
For discount domains and hosting 


www.differentstrokescalgary.org 


month. Call 1-888-228-1157 
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COPS SO EOE E HOLE EHH EEEOHHEHOEHHEHEEHHHHTOLEOHH OHO OEE OHS EOEEELELEDEEEOOE 


New Years Eve Mike and Scott 
at Play 
December 31 


at Play 


Twisted Element 


December 31 at Twisted Element 


COC Poe ooeeeeoeeeeeoeeeoeseroneseoeooeeE 


KYW V9: 


Owner Bob Long 
and Bradley 


COCO O OOOH OHO OSE HEHE OOOO TOS EHO HHH OOOOH TOOT OHHH TOOTH OOH OOHH THO OHOEHEOOEOOET OO TESOH EHO SEOHEOEOS 


eeeoeaevoeeveoneneoeoeoeneoeneoenoeaoeneeneoeneeeeeeeee 


COOCO CHOOSE EO OHHH SHH OHEHHE OOOOH OHO OHO HTH O OOOH CHOOSE OE OOEOH TOO OTOH OES OHO OTH OTOOH ETO E TEETH OOS 


eoeeeccccceeveccccevcce Coe ercerrerreesereereereereeeoereereeneenoeooeD 


POOP OOH HE HOEHHEHEEEE HEHEHE HOE HOHHTHOOHHHHEOHHEHTOEOHT OL EHHH OHO OHH TH EEHEOEDELEOEOELOOE 


New Years Eve at Boots 


3 December 31 at Boots 


AFQOL Donation to AIDS Calgary 
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Planning an event in Edmonton? Artist Peter 
Contact jackson@jacksonphotografix.com Kingstone 
and he’ll see about covering Josh 
it in Out & About. : 
Photos by: jacksonphotografix.com t. Lou Daniel _" 
Richa / Rydie 4 | 
Samhain / Pei Sag nni Berelz iFnoL donates $10,000 
- DWard AIDS Calgary programs. 
Alexander WWiCready |) F more on AFQOL, check: out 


itlooksmagazine.blogspot.c@mm 


sristopher 


Gardner 


Pee ecesecesesesresoeseceoeeeseneeseeeseseeeseeeeeroeED 


at Latitude 53 ‘ 60 uae Planning an event in Calgary? 
‘ Contact Perry at pmah@outlooks.ca and he’ll see about covering it in Out & About. 


PJ) New Years Jim, Mike and Jeff 
December 31 at PumpJack 


Rhinestone Phoenix event at d 
West End Community Centre 


Planning an event in Vancouver? Contact Barry at 
604.685.1377 and he'll see about covering it in 
Out & About. Photos by: Barry Piersdorff 


CORR C EHR EEE EEE LE EEH ELE EEHEE HELE EHH ELEEEHELEOEOE 


February Horoscope 


that which can be accomplished by lusty actions. 


4 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

If you have designs on particular platonic pal, you may want to make your intentions known 
this Valentine’s month. Proud Rams should not and cannot be dissuaded from actions 
stemming from their hearts, even if their common sense minds disapprove. Take a chance 
and see what happens. Or take a wait and see attitude and maybe they will come to you? 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

If you begin to feel exciting vibes at work, resist the temptation to take things to the next 
exciting step. February brings a heady lift to your career environment, but it may just be a 
passing fancy with no momentum. Queer Bulls should build their professional reputation on 
solid bedrock and not on shifting sands. And that means no distractions of a sordid sort. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Pink Twins have an urge to travel and cast their net globally this Valentines month. And why 
not? Make your best moves earlier rather than later. You have that certain special something 
that attracts interesting types from all corners. The trick will be to choose the best from the 
pride pack. Some are not who and what they appear to be. Maybe this is not a bad thing... 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

There is something about you that turns heads and gets hearts pumping. Whoo hoo! Not only 
are you especially alluring and attractive now, you also seem to know just what to say and do 
to enhance your sexuality and nab anyone you desire. Try to bottle it and pour it on all through 
this Valentine’s month. Sizzling gay Crab is on the menu... at least this month.. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

February is the perfect time to connect. Proud Lions who are in a relationship find mystical 
and romantic ways to cement the love. Those who are searching for the right match can find 
their eternal flame. While it is not usually advisable to accept things at face value (because 
there is always an underlying motive) you may find that vulnerability can be very attractive... 
for now. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Queer Virgins may over-do in exercise or diet this February. In your zeal to tone and buff, you 
may take things to the extreme. But that may not be a bad thing, after all. Love will find you 
pumping iron at the gym or perusing the occasional salad bar or even taking a brisk stroll 
around the park. The better you feel, the better you look. This is the month to become a 
looker. 


How do | love you? Let me count the ways this Valentine’s 
February. Of course, we may love for reasons that one cannot 
explain. And that is good too, since Sun conjuncts dizzy foggy 
Neptune through most of the month. Don’t put into dry words 


Those 
Weal th 


aaa 
Who have love, have 
YOnd measure. 


tad 


~ 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Party hearty you party hound. February offers you a vast array of romantic possibilities and 
opportunities for creativity and fun. Find time to balance your artistic inspirations with your 
desire to just kick back. Proud Libras will find lovely hot spots by tagging along with lovely hot 
shots. But when does too much become too too much? | suspect you will know soon enough. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

Keep your romantic interludes close to home this February. Queer Scorps can be passionate 
and jealous. What better way to keep your valentines all to yourself than by sequestering 
them in your castle? Be sure that you have enough provisions to keep them well fed and 
lubricated. Before you know it they make themselves comfortable and at home. You soon 
crave solitude. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


Gay Archers become very eloquent this February. Not only can you express your deepest 
feelings in a compelling and attractive manner, you can also deliver sharp advice or criticism 
in a way that is accepted by others. So why wait? Tell them how you feel and see if you can 
move certain things forward in your life. Next month it is back to the old foot in mouth. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Money comes in and goes out again. What is it about pink Caps this February that makes 
them so scatter brained about finances? It is very unusual ... and expensive. Whatever it is 
that tempts your wallet, try to sock away a few pennies for the proverbial rainy day. Spend only 
what you can afford to spend be sure to enjoy it to the hilt. Oops, do | feel a drop? 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Not only do you make an unusual and glorious first impression, you also manage to charm 
acquaintances and assorted friends of friends. Expand your social circle and let your innate 
charm ooze out. Not only will you be able to increase your possible valentines, you may also 
find someone to help you launch some of your new pet projects. Hurry before it grows fuzz. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Guppies can rely on their intuitiveness to help them out of a jam this February. Following your 
gut will help you avoid or triumph over any secret enemies. There is a great deal going on 
behind the background that could impact your plans. The secret to your success is to stay 
above the fray, do good gay charitable deeds and trust in the gods to protect. Take revenge 
next month. 


© 2008 THE STARRY EYE, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. Lichtenstein’s blog www.thestarryeye.typepad.com covers everything new age. 
Her astrology book HerScopes: A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international sensation. Buy it and feel the vibration! 
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Hey stud, 


HaVent IL 
seen all 
86 of you 


somewhere 
— before ? 


www.mrgisby.com 


Marketplace 


VICTORIA MASSAGE 
Tantric Magic 


MASSAGE 4 MEN 
Slow, Relaxing & Complete 
Mutual Full Body Experience 
‘A Journey of Touch’ 
Colin: 250-984-7051 


4 HANDS MASSAGE 
Male & Female couple 
Explore Your Boundaries 
Mindful - Exciting - Relaxing 
250-984-2324 


Calgary 
Civil Marriage 
Centre 


Weddings & Marriages 
Immediate or by Appointment 


All vows & paper work included 
Witness available 


* Religion Free 
¢ Standard & Specialized Ceremonies 
¢ Cross Cultural 
¢ Same Sex GLBT-TTQ 


Rork Hilford MC 
Marriage Commissioner for Alberta 
AKA (Justice of The Peace - JP) 
Marriage Officiant 
Commissioner for Oaths 


BEST MASSAGE IN INGLEWOOD 


Increase your energy and eliminate 
tight sore muscles. 
Relaxation, Therapeutic, 
and Hot Stone Massage. 


2 Therapists available 
Mike Wolff RMT 403 680-0533 
John Estabrooks RMT 403 803-1594 
*Use your extended health benefits 
In Core Potentials building. 
www.chakralighthealing.com 


ca.ca@shaw.ca 
403-246-4134 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 


A letter takes more effort, respondents are more serious. Experienced Master, B/D 
interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks slave 
aged 18-29 prepared to move from fantasy to reality. 

Suggest initial trial period (weekend or ? ). 

Write with phone and/or postal address to Box 0899. No e-mail! Serious only. 


Resorts and B&Bs - USA 


Palm Springs, California 
Beautiful Mountains, Dry Heat, Hot Men. 
Book online: 
LaDolceVitaResort.com or 1-877-644-4111 
Mention Outlooks 10% discount for first time guests. 


Resorts and B&Bs - Mexico 


PUERTO VALLARTA MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico. 
Tel/fax: 011 52 (322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block from gay beach. Each unit has one bedroom, 
two bathrooms, kitchenette, living room, balcony, air-conditioning. Maid service. 
Gay Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open daily 9am-5pm (CT). 


You Can Reach over 148,000 GLBT consumers monthly 


through 600 local distribution points coast to coast as well as online! 


ary f° \ » 403-710-0776 
EREC ae! Edmonton 
> * 780-665-6666 

Vencouver 

» 604-677-2424 

Regina 

306-565-8833 

Saskatoon 

306-343-9999 

t Winnipeg 
204-480-9898 


Toronto 
416-281-8888 
london 
519-679-9999 


Ottawa 


613-966-2000 


call dow! talk to 
HOT local GUYS! 


"Different Strokes Swim Club: 


A very friendly and supportive masters 
swim club for beginner to advanced 
swimmers. We work hard at swimming, 
but we don't neglect the fun! 
Come out and join us! Check practice 
times and location info at 
http://www.differentstrokescalgary.org 


MAKING VACATION 
DREAMS A REALITY! 


Personalized in home or office travel 
planning services. Air, Adventure 
Vacations, Cruises, Resorts, 
Packages, Hotels, Golf Vacations. 


Call Mike at (780) 417-5724 
or Toll Free 1-866-336-9998 


Travel Cruises and more. 
WE ALSO DO GROUPS! 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! 
New releases and hard to find 
classics. 


EXpress Video 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T5K ON5. 
Ph:780-482-7480 
E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


CALL 1-888-228-1157 to Advertise 


es 


R.R.S.P / T.A.R.E 


Registered Retirement Savings Plan 
/ Tax Advantaged Real Estate 


Advertising Rates 
4 color or B&W Display Ad 


. bie - 1 column 
Disappointed in your portfolio performance? 


NOW is the time to SWITCH strategies 
to income producing 
commercial property! 


v Fully compliant with CRA 


¥ Canadian Companies with 
proven track records 


¥ 100% financing through Major 
Canadian Bank 0.a.c. (T.A.R.E. only) 


¥ Solid return on investment 


1.18” x 1.473” - $80 
2 column vertical 
0.786” x 2.008” - $115 
2 column horizontal 


2.4” x 1.5” - $140 


Line Rate Ads 


$20 per headline 


Please call Barbara @ 778-230-1500 Seton ecard 


ZSM Management Inc. 


Toronto | Calgary | Vancouver $2 per word, 


10 word minimum 


Wwww.zsm.ca Multiple Insertion discounts 


3month 5% 
6month 10% 


12 month 15% 


Help Wanted 


Wisdom 11:24 
“You love everything that 
exists and hate nothing that 
you have made.” 


God loves you and 
created you gay. 


www.createdgay.com 


NOVA SCOTIA 


ll-time bat . Busy general store in historic village 
+ Must be energetic and outgoing. with captive market. Grocery, liquor, 
hardware, dry goods, giftware, video, 
laundry, cafe, ATM & 2 BR apt; 
10,000 sq ft on 2 floors. 
1 hr from Halifax; 
25 min from Truro. 
$319,000 MLS 


Land & Sea 902-624-1991 
sinnott@1novascotia.com 


* Great benefits and working 
environment 


Do you have what it takes to work 
in a premiere nightclub? 


PRENT YOUR 
SFANTASY. 


a 


MONEY CAN'T BUY YOU LOVE, 
BUT TRE REST 1S NEGOT 


ousands of escorts and masseurs 
across Canada and Worldwide. 


ABLE... 


100% free to browse. 


".COTR 


Free one month trial escort ad 


eer OQUTLKSYS 


(First-time advertisers only) 


After Dark 
call now! talk to 


Calgary 1 | a 
403-770-0776 
Edmonton 


780-665-6666 


Vancouver 


604-677-2424 
Regina 
306-565-8833 


Saskatoon 


306-343-9999 


Winnipeg 


204-480-9898 | 


Toronto 


416-281-8888) 


London 


019-679- 9999 © 


=am 

Toronto a6. 266 0RAL | 
Ottawa 613.321 ORAL 

Vancouver 604.639.0606 


Halifax 902.431:0RAL | 


z LOCAL CHAT. 
all CALL FREE: code 3205 


Get time online now! cruiseline.ca © Try Cruiseline Text for free. Text “xtra” to SFREE 


50% off with our new member special. Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 


Goliath's Saunatel ° 
308 b 17th Ave SW 
Calgary 
403-229-0911 


FREE TRIAL cattnow: cope5475 


Toronto 604.257.5555 
250.220.1000 


Winnipeg 


Edmonton .... 780.409.3333 Find your local # .... 1.800.777.8000 


Dial #MALE (#6253) for Bell, Fido & Rogers users 79¢/min. * InteractiveMale.com * 18+ © 2) 


Hot, live Video Chat! 


interactive vale 


O©UPLEQKS.ca February 2009 31 


The 12th Annual _ 
Outlooks Reader’s Survey 
2009 | 


“You could WIN’4 $250 Travel Voucher 
for 2009 from 


» ADVENTURES 


and 2009 subscriptions for sti 
and a friend from 


OUT sieges 


et .,, complete the online survey. 
Remesh ber to enter your name and contact Ae hee isc 
{ Vit you wish to be entered in the dra\ 


Online 
at 
| www .outlooks.ca/survey 


: Winner to be announced: April 1, 2009 


